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CITY OF BEVERLY  1 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 

BOARD OR COMMISSION:  City of Beverly Conservation Commission 4 

DATE:  April 29, 2026 5 

LOCATION:  Virtual via Google Meet 6 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Christine Bertoni, Vice Chair Amber Redmond, 7 

William Squibb, Robert Buchsbaum, Grace Charles 8 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  9 

STAFF PRESENT:  Conservation Agent David Spidaliere; Conservation Field 10 

Inspector Scott White 11 

 12 

 13 

1.  Call to Order 14 

Chair Bertoni calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and conducts a roll call. A quorum of seated 15 

members is present. Bertoni reads the public notice regarding holding meetings remotely due to 16 

COVID-19 provisions. 17 

 18 

2. Certificates of Compliance/Minor Modifications/Extensions/Tree 19 

Removals/Emergency Certifications 20 

 a.  Certificates of Compliance 21 

   i.  New: 55 Abbott Street, DEP File #5-1008 22 

 23 

Bill Manuell, Wetlands & Land Management, states that the comments from MassDEP seem to 24 

be fairly superficial. Bertoni states that some of the comments dealt with where the top of 25 

Coastal Bank is established on the plan. Manuell states that there are no changes proposed to the 26 

plan. This can be addressed during the Notice of Intent hearing later in the meeting. MassDEP 27 

asked for transects on the new plan which can be provided. Spidaliere notes that he does not 28 

believe the MassDEP comments will impact the Certificate of Compliance, as this area is a 29 

further away from the top of Coastal Bank.   30 

 31 

Manuell explains that an as-built plan showing the existing conditions was submitted. It shows 32 

any deviations from the approved plan. The largest parts of the plan were a wooden deck to be 33 

rebuilt, a large bluestone terrace to be installed, and wooden steps replaced with masonry steps. 34 

Most of the work was not completed. The deck was rebuilt in a different configuration than what 35 

was originally approved. The deck and stairs are 28 square feet smaller than what the 36 

Commission approved. The bluestone terrace was not installed. The steps to be converted were 37 

instead replaced with a composite material.  38 

 39 

Bertoni asks about the top of Coastal Bank shown on the plan and how the 25’ No Disturb Zone 40 

was placed on the plan. It is unclear why the two bump outs are on the plans. Manuell explains 41 

that the width of the property includes vertical walls and a rip rap slope. Elevation 14 intersects 42 

the top wall. The 100’ flood line intersects the vertical walls. Adjacent to elevation 14 is a slope 43 

that is steeper than 4:1. This extends further inland, just off site. 44 

 45 



City of Beverly Conservation Commission  

April 29, 2026  

  Meeting Minutes  

 

Page 2 of 8 
 

Bertoni states that she would like to see a 50’ No Build Zone from the top of Coastal Bank 46 

shown on the plan. She asks when the work was completed. Manuell states that this was done 47 

around 2010-2011. 48 

 49 

Buchsbaum:  Motion to issue a Complete Certificate of Compliance for 55 Abbott Street, DEP 50 

File #5-1008, including perpetual conditions #35-38. Redmond seconds. Bertoni 51 

takes a roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 52 

   53 

3.  Recess for Public Hearings  54 

 55 

Squibb:  Motion to recess for Public Hearings. Redmond seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call 56 

vote. Motion carries (5-0). 57 

  58 

4.  Notices of Intent/Abbreviated Notices of Intent/Requests for Amended Orders of 59 

Conditions/Abbreviated Notices of Resource Area Delineations 60 

a. New: 206 Greenwood Avenue, DEP File #5-1469 – raze and re-build an 61 

existing building – Glen Urquhart School c/o Lindsay Calef 62 

 63 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 64 

 65 

Bertoni notes that she received an abutter notification for this project but has no financial 66 

interest. 67 

 68 

Mike DeRosa, DeRosa Environmental, explains that the design of the new proposed building 69 

looks to reduce changes in impervious surfaces in all zones. The 25’ No Disturb Zones shows a 70 

reduction of 597 s.f. and the 50’ No Build Zone shows a reduction of 229 s.f. The outer 100’ 71 

Buffer Zone from the edge of wetland shows a reduction of 216 s.f. Overall, there is a reduction 72 

of a little over 1,000 s.f. In riverfront area, there is a reduction in the Inner Riparian Zone of 630 73 

s.f.  74 

 75 

The proposed building will be consistent with other buildings on site. This will allow for two 76 

classrooms, an exhibition hall, and an administrative office/meeting space. The project is within 77 

the No Build Zone for 450 s.f. and mitigation is shown on the plan. The building will also move 78 

closer to the perennial stream than the existing building and mitigation is shown on the plan. 79 

There are invasive species within the wetland area that will be removed mechanically and 80 

replanted with native species. There is also gravel near the parking area, and this has been 81 

plowed into the wetlands in the past. This area will be curbed to prevent this and a split rail fence 82 

will be installed as a visual barrier. There are three trees that will need to be removed. These will 83 

be replaced with red maples closer to the wetlands. The applicant will control water from the 84 

gravel driveway to a curb cut that leads to a swale, where it will be filtered before entering the 85 

wetland. Another drainage area will capture half of the new building roof area. All of the 86 

drainage will be connected underground, with a water quality unit installed to capture all new 87 

and existing drainage. There will be 2.8:1 mitigation in the Riverfront Area.  88 

 89 
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There is discussion regarding vernal pools on the site. DeRosa explains that there were none 90 

discovered on the site. 91 

 92 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 2nd at 8:00am.  93 

 94 

There is no public comment at this time. 95 

 96 

Squibb:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Redmond seconds. Bertoni takes 97 

a roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 98 

 99 

b. New: 55 Abbott Street, DEP File #5-1468 – install a terrace, walkway, and 100 

bench – Robert and Susan Duncan 101 

 102 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 103 

 104 

Bill Manuell, Wetlands & Land Management, explains that this Notice of Intent is to finish a 105 

landscape concept which began in 2009. The overall objective is to work on the lower terrace to 106 

create a zero/low-maintenance seaside habitat. This will include a granite patio (10’x11’), grant 107 

walkways, large boulders, and native plantings. There will not be any work done on the Coastal 108 

Bank. Transects will be added to the plans per MassDEP’s request. A mini excavator will be 109 

used for some of the work to move materials over the wall. The patio will be slabs of granite 110 

over a gravel bed. There will be a line of siltation fence on the inner side of the seawall as an 111 

added level of protection. The project is within the 25’ No Disturb Zone and a waiver has been 112 

requested. 113 

 114 

Spidaliere asks if the heavy machinery will place the boulders from the upper terrace or if there 115 

will be additional machinery used on the lower terrace. Manuell states that the machinery will be 116 

large enough to lower the boulders from above the wall. Spidaliere asks about storage of the 117 

construction equipment. Manuell states that it will be left in place on plywood boards. 118 

 119 

Bertoni asks how much new impervious surface will be added based on the granite and boulders. 120 

She asks if the seawall has weep holes. Manuell states that there will be spacing in between the 121 

granite pieces so any water will make its way to the surface to percolate. 122 

 123 

There is no public comment at this time. 124 

 125 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 2nd at 9:00am.  126 

 127 

Squibb:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Redmond seconds. Bertoni takes 128 

a roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 129 

 130 

c. New: 212 Common Lane, DEP File #5-1467 – construct an addition and 131 

reconstruct a portion of the existing driveway – Anthony and Emily Lever 132 

 133 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 134 
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 135 

Bob Griffin, representing the applicant, explains that the property contains a two-story house 136 

with a one-story addition, and a wooden deck. The site plan shows a small BVW south of the lot 137 

line. There is a perennial stream approximately 300’ from the property. There is some proposed 138 

work outside of the jurisdiction area. Demolition of the one-story building addition and wooden 139 

deck are proposed. There is concrete under much of the wooden deck, leading to the shed, which 140 

will be removed. The proposed garage addition will have a smooth surface leading to it. There 141 

will be a significant reduction in impervious surfaces in the buffer zone as a result of the project. 142 

The proposed work includes a 970 s.f. two story building addition, a new porch and stairs, 143 

pavement to be removed, grading work, and impervious areas to be converted to lawn. There will 144 

be no building work inside the No Build Zone or the No Disturb Zone. In total there will be 145 

approximately a 750 s.f. reduction in impervious surfaces.  146 

 147 

Bertoni asks if fill will be brought onto the site for grading. Griffin states that some fill will be 148 

needed and the pavement will be raised slightly to enter the garage. There is some exposed ledge 149 

that may need to be hammered out, but no blasting is expected.  150 

 151 

Bertoni notes that there is an existing shed with the 25’ Zone. Griffin explains that this is 152 

proposed to remain at this time. 153 

 154 

There is no public comment at this time. 155 

 156 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 2nd at 9:30am.  157 

 158 

Redmond:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Squibb seconds. Bertoni takes a 159 

roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 160 

 161 

d. New: 7 Hathaway Avenue, DEP File #5-1466 – construct a building addition 162 

and deck  - Peter and Lousie Kennedy 163 

 164 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 165 

 166 

Bob Griffin, representing the applicant, explains that the site contains a perennial stream and 167 

BVW. The applicant is looking to build an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) attached to their 168 

residence. The proposal is to build a 1,000 s.f. addition with a breezeway connection and a 169 

driveway for two cars. The driveway will have approximately 650 s.f. of impervious surface. 170 

There is a total of approximately 1,700 s.f. of new impervious surfaces associated with this 171 

project. There are also some trees to be removed along the side of the proposed ADU, and three 172 

new trees are proposed to mitigate for this. Runoff generally flows toward the stream, and an 173 

area drain is proposed to pick up the runoff in the front yard and bring it to a 1,000 gallon 174 

drywell. The roof runoff will go to a 500 gallon drywell. Both drywells together provide for 2” 175 

of volume from the roof and impervious areas. There is also a 10’x19’ deck which is proposed to 176 

be connected to the ADU and attached to the main portion of the house. The project complies 177 

with the 50’ No Build Zone and, other than some mitigation work, there will be no work in the 178 

No Disturb Zone. The intention is to turn the 25’ No Disturb Zone into an upland meadow 179 
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habitat. This will be seeded with a conservation/wildlife seed mix. The three trees will be planted 180 

in that area along with some shrubs.  181 

 182 

There is no public comment at this time. 183 

 184 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 2nd at 10:00am.  185 

 186 

Buchsbaum:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Squibb seconds. Bertoni takes a 187 

roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 188 

 189 

e. New: 5 Orchard Street, No DEP File # as of posting – construct an addition 190 

and replace the existing driveway – Bill Dupre 191 

 192 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 193 

 194 

Bob Griffin, representing the applicant, explains that this parcel of land is 6,450 s.f. The plan 195 

shows the area of the proposed building addition. The backyard has an existing split rail fence, 196 

and the Lawrence Brook runs along the back of the property line. The proposal is for a one-story 197 

building addition, 12’x18’, with a crawl space underneath and a conventional concrete 198 

foundation. This will match the living elevation of the rest of the house to create additional living 199 

area for the family. Part of the mitigation proposal is to replace the asphalt driveway with 200 

pervious pavers, approximately 380 s.f. A grass strip will be maintained into the backyard. There 201 

will be planting beds alongside the addition and there are existing beds in the backyard. The 202 

proposal is to add some native shrubs to the site.  203 

 204 

Bertoni asks if there is a way to bring the proposed building addition out of the 50’ No Build 205 

Zone. Griffin explains that the layout of the house and lot do not allow this to be moved to an 206 

alternate location. There is no grade change proposed. There will be some gravel brought in for 207 

the driveway work. 208 

 209 

Bertoni states that the work seems to be closer to the riverfront than the existing degraded area. 210 

Griffin states that there are other existing improvements located closer to the Brook. 211 

 212 

Bertoni states that the existing shed may have been unpermitted. Griffin states that this is the first 213 

he has heard of this. Bertoni notes that this will need to be reconciled before the next meeting.  214 

 215 

There is no public comment at this time. 216 

 217 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 9th at 8:00am.  218 

 219 

Redmond:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Charles seconds. Bertoni takes a 220 

roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 221 

 222 

f. New: 13 Butterworth Road, DEP File #5-1465 – construct an addition and 223 

expand the driveway – Alan Synenki 224 
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 225 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 226 

 227 

Bob Griffin, representing the applicant, explains that the property contains an existing ranch 228 

style house with lawn around it. There is a small intermittent stream that travels right to left 229 

across the rear of property. The proposal is for a building addition project. The owner recently 230 

went before the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), as this is a non-conforming lot. Approval was 231 

issued from the ZBA. The proposal includes adding some new vegetation to the planting beds 232 

along the front of the house and to improve the appearance of the front of the house with a small 233 

porch. The existing one car garage is proposed to become a two-car garage. The home’s first 234 

floor living space will be expanded to the back with a living room constructed on posts. There 235 

will be a patio underneath the living room area and a deck off the living room, also elevated on 236 

posts. There will be some basement space, for access and storage. The addition comes slightly 237 

into the 50’ No Build Zone. The proposal includes removal of a ginkgo tree and rhododendron 238 

bush. A maple tree will be added to the site and there will be some pruning of the existing trees. 239 

As mitigation for the minor incursion into the 50’ No Build Zone, the applicant is proposing a 240 

mitigation planting area approximately 50 s.f. There is an area of invasive species in the rear 241 

portion of the yard, with some Norway maples to potentially be removed depending on cost, and 242 

the entire area replanted with native trees and shrubs.  243 

 244 

Bertoni states that she would like additional information regarding the methodology of the 245 

invasive species removal proposed for the project and the associated disturbance.  246 

 247 

There is no public comment at this time. 248 

 249 

The Commission agrees to hold a site walk on May 9th at 9:00am. 250 

 251 

Squibb:  Motion to continue the hearing to May 19, 2026. Redmond seconds. Bertoni takes 252 

a roll call vote. Motion carries (5-0). 253 

 254 

5.  Reconvene Meeting  255 

 256 

Squibb:  Motion to reconvene the meeting. Redmond seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call 257 

vote. Motion carries (5-0). 258 

 259 

6. Requests for Determination of Applicability 260 

 a.  Cont.: 228 Common Lane – construct a deck – Vincent Orlando 261 

 262 

Charles exits the meeting at 8:50pm. 263 

 264 

Spidaliere states that the applicant has requested a continuance while they work on closing out an 265 

expired Order of Conditions for this property. 266 

 267 

Redmond:  Motion to continue this item to May 19, 2026. Squibb seconds. Bertoni takes a 268 

roll call vote. Motion carries (4-0). 269 
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 270 

 b. New: 51 Brimbal Avenue – construct a deck – Justin Jenkinson 271 

 272 

Spidaliere reads the public legal notice. 273 

 274 

Tim Hough, son of the property owner, explains that an existing deck on the site needs to be 275 

replaced. The only new footprint will be a wraparound area to the back of the house. 276 

 277 

Bertoni notes that there will be 5-6 helical anchors associated with the project. Hough states that 278 

these will be drilled into the soil. Spidaliere states that the applicant is moving through the 279 

building permit process.  280 

 281 

Redmond:  Motion to issue a Negative 3 Determination of Applicability with conditions as 282 

discussed. Buchsbaum seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call vote. Motion carries (4-283 

0). 284 

 285 

7. Enforcement Matters/Potential Violations 286 

a.  Enforcement Orders 287 

i. Cont.: 140 Hart Street – Jeffrey Burbank & Iron Tree Service 288 

 289 

Dennis Silvio, Iron Tree Service, states that the restoration plan includes six high bush blueberry 290 

shrubs on either side of the driveway and two red maples along the driveway. The trees will be 291 

approximately 6’-8’ off the driveway itself.  292 

 293 

Redmond:  Motion to amend the Enforcement Order to accept the restoration plan, with the 294 

plantings to be installed by hand; photo documentation of plant installation sent to 295 

the Conservation Agent; and two years of survivorship with 100% for trees and 296 

75% for shrubs with a report submitted at the end of growing season 2027. Squibb 297 

seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call vote. Motion carries (4-0). 298 

 299 

ii. Cont.: 181 Elliott Street – Beverly Commerce Park LLC c/o Steve 300 

Drohosky 301 

 302 

Spidaliere states that he received an update that the snow pile is not completely melted and the 303 

damage done has been mostly detailed. The intention is to replace the benches and light posts, to 304 

prune the existing damaged bushes and remove the dead ones, and to plant 20 new bushes to 305 

replace the 12 that were badly damaged. A continuance has been requested in order to consult 306 

with a landscape architect about the plantings and for a formal restoration plan.  307 

 308 

Redmond:  Motion to amend the Enforcement Order, requiring the submittal of a formal 309 

restoration plan by May 12, 2026 for the vegetation that was disturbed/damaged 310 

by the snow pile, and to require the representative to attend the May 19, 2026 311 

meeting to present the plan. Squibb seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call vote. Motion 312 

carries (4-0). 313 

 314 
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iii. Cont.: 11 & 13 Bay View Avenue – Amanda Outerbridge & Kenyon 315 

Kellogg 316 

 317 

Bob Griffin, representing the homeowners, states that he submitted a narrative and photos for 318 

this item. The dune grass seems to have survived the winter reasonably well. The owners would 319 

like to continue to place the dune fence seasonally to protect the dune restoration area. A Notice 320 

of Intent will be filed for this item. 321 

 322 

Buchsbaum:  Motion to amend the Enforcement Order, to have a Notice of Intent filed by July 323 

14, 2026, for seasonal or permanent dune fencing. Squibb seconds. Bertoni takes 324 

a roll call vote. Motion carries (4-0). 325 

 326 

8. Other Business 327 

a.  Discussion or Action Items Related to Commission Business, 328 

Correspondence, etc.   329 

 i. New Potential Delineation Policy 330 

 331 

The Commission reviews an example delineation policy from the Hingham Conservation 332 

Commission. Spidaliere notes that one of the main points is that resource area flagging must be 333 

done within the last three years. The Commission agrees to review an updated draft of this policy 334 

at an upcoming meeting. 335 

 336 

9. Orders of Conditions, If Any 337 

 338 

None at this time. 339 

 340 

10.  Approval of Minutes (as available): 341 

a. April 7, 2026 342 

 343 

Redmond:  Motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 7, 2026, as submitted. Squibb 344 

seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call vote. Motion carries (4-0). 345 

 346 

11. Adjourn  347 

 348 

Redmond:  Motion to adjourn. Buchsbaum seconds. Bertoni takes a roll call vote. Motion 349 

carries (4-0). 350 

 351 

Meeting adjourns at 9:40 p.m. 352 

 353 

Next Regular Meeting of the Conservation Commission: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 354 


