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SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 

The regular meeting of the City Council was held on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 in the City 

Hall Council Chambers, 111 North Main Street at 7:00 p.m. Present: Mayor Zoppo-Sassu; Council 

Members Dickau, Hahn, Kelley, Seymour and Tyler.  Present by videoconference: Council Member 

Rosengren. 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

 The Bristol CERT Team (Community Emergency Response Team) was recognized with a 

proclamation for their 22nd Anniversary of volunteer service to the City of Bristol.  It also marked the 

40th Anniversary of National CERT. 

   

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion of Council Member Dickau and seconded by Council Member Hahn, it was 

unanimously voted:  To approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on August 12, 

2026. 

   

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

  

 Nick Palmer, 69 Cronin St. – Mr. Palmer reminded the audience that Flock cameras are one 

brand name of license plate reader cameras and that Bristol has chosen to contract with Axon for 

more automated license plate readers (ALPRs).  He asked whether Bristol has considered Governor 

Lamont’s request to pause new camera installation while the State Post Council reviews ALPR 

statewide.   

 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Council members reported on committees, activities, and events.   

 

John Lodovico, Veteran’s Affairs Liaison spoke about rotted trees on Memorial 

Boulevard being removed and new trees being planted.  The rotting trees combined with recent 

storms caused a lot of damage on the Boulevard. 
 

5.  ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

 On motion of Council Member Dickau and seconded by Council Member Hahn, it was 

unanimously voted:  To adopt nine items as part of the Consent Calendar.   

 

a. New Hire Report for August 2026 

 

Communication received from the Human Resources Department. 

 

 As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To place on file the New Hire Report for the month of August, 

2026. 
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b. Tax Refunds in the Amount of $35,846.59 

 

Request presented from Tax Collector Bednaz. 

 

As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted: To approve the Tax Refunds as follows –  

 

Motor Vehicle                $ 15,573.27       

Real Estate             +   20,273.32     

                                       Total    $ 35,846.59  

           

c.  Bristol Zoning Commission – Smoke and Vape Shops 

 

     Communication received from the Bristol Zoning Commission. 

 

     As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To place on file a motion from the Bristol Zoning Commission 

"to send Application AZR 26-03, an application for amendments to the Zoning Regulations to create 

a moratoria/moratorium process for Smoke and Vape Shops, to a Public Hearing at the September 

21, 2026 Zoning Commission meeting."   

 

d.  Bristol Zoning Commission – Data Centers 

 

     Communication received from the Bristol Zoning Commission. 

 

     As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To place on file notification from the Bristol Zoning 

Commission that the discussion on Data Centers was tabled to the October Zoning Commission 

meeting in order to allow more time to study the issue.     

       

e.   Positive Referral – Union Street, Map 31, Lot 4 

 

      Communication received from the Bristol Planning Commission. 

 

      As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To place on file a positive referral for a C.G.S. Section 8-24 

review for the sale of the property located at Union Street, Map 31, Lot 4.   

 

f.  Positive Referral – 164 Union Street, Map 31, Lot 6 

 

     Communication received from the Bristol Planning Commission 

 

     As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To place on file a positive referral for a C.G.S. Section 8-24 

review for the sale of the property located at 164 Union Street, Map 31, Lot 6.   
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g.  Contract 2P26-078 Inspection Services, Traffic Signal Upgrades 
 

 Communication received from Purchasing Agent Haynes.  

 

 As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted: To award Contract 2P26-078, Inspection Services for Traffic 

Signal Upgrades to KS Engineers, PC and to authorize the Mayor or Acting Mayor to execute any 

and all documents necessary to effectuate said contract.    

 

h.  Referral to Planning Commission & Real Estate Committee– Centre Square Parcel 30-3 

 

     Communication received from Economic and Community Development Director Malley. 

 

     As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted: To refer the potential sale of Centre Square Parcel 30-3 to the 

Planning Commission for completion of a C.G.S. Sec. 8-24 Report, and to the City Council Real 

Estate Committee for completion of C.G.S. Sec. 7-163e Public Hearing for the sale of municipally 

owned property.     

 

i.  Referral to Planning Commission & Real Estate Committee – Centre Square Parcel 30-1 

     

     Communication received from Economic and Community Development Director Malley. 

 

    As part of the Consent Calendar adoption and on motion of Council Member Dickau and 

seconded, it was unanimously voted:  To refer the potential sale of Centre Square Parcel 30-1 to 

Carrier Construction, Inc. to the Planning Commission for completion of a C.G.S. Sec. 8-24 Report, 

and to the City Council Real Estate Committee for completion of C.G.S. Sec. 7-163e Public Hearing 

for the sale of municipally owned property. 

 

6. REPORTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

a.  Ordinance Committee 

On recommendation of the Ordinance Committee and on motion of Council Member Dickau 

and seconded by Council Member Tyler, it was unanimously voted:  That Appendix D-Flood 

Damage Prevention, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bristol, Connecticut, is hereby 

amended to read as follows.  It was further moved that the City Clerk publish said 

amendments and additions to the Code of Ordinances, and that they become effective upon 

the expiration of 14 days from the date of their publication in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the City of Bristol; and to waive the reading of said ordinance. 

 

Refer to attached copy of Appendix D. 

Underscored text is proposed to be added.  [Bracketed] text is proposed for deletion. 

 

b.  Ordinance Committee 

On recommendation of the Ordinance Committee and on motion of Council Member Tyler 

and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was unanimously voted:  In accordance with 

Section 41(f) of the Charter of the City of Bristol, to waive the reading of the proposed 

amendments to Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances being introduced this date. 
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On the amended motion of Council Member Tyler and seconded by Council Member Dickau, 

it was unanimously voted:  To introduce the following amendments to Chapter 14 Motor 

Vehicles and Traffic, Article IV Moving Violations, Division 1. Automated Red Light 

Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices, Sections 14-76 through 14-88 of the Bristol Code of 

Ordinances, including the motion from the Police Commission that they approve any final 

locations and program-specific details; to set Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 5:30 p.m., in 

Meeting Room 1-1, City Hall, First Floor, 111 North Main Street, Bristol, Connecticut for the 

holding of a Public Hearing by the Ordinance Committee; and that the City Clerk publish 

notice of said Public Hearing and the proposed amendments to the Code of Ordinances as 

required by City Charter.  

 

Council Member Dickau explained that all references to speed cameras have been removed 

from this proposed revision of the ordinance.  

 

Refer to attached copy of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 14, Motor Vehicles and Traffic. 

Underscored text is proposed to be added.  [Bracketed] text is proposed for deletion.  

    

 Council members reported on other committees, activities, and events.  Council Member 

Kelley highlighted the heroism of many community members and their quick response to the garbage 

truck accident  

    

7. OLD BUSINESS – None. 

  

8. NEW BUSINESS  

 

 a.  Homestead Act 

 

 Communication received from Tax Assessor DeNoto. 

 

 Mayor Zoppo-Sassu explained that there is new legislation that may help the City and 

residents as the revaluation of properties begins.  Assessor DeNoto provided an overview of 

the two tax exemption options created by the legislation. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Tyler and seconded by Council Member Seymour, it was 

unanimously voted:  To refer this matter to Ordinance Committee for review and to draft 

language. 

 

 b.  Amendment to Contract 2C26-055 – HVAC Improvements Bristol Police 

Department Facility 

 

 Communication received from Public Works Director Rogozinski. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Hahn and seconded by Council Member Tyler, it was 

unanimously voted:  To add approval of a change order to Contract 2C26-055 HVAC Improvements 

at the Bristol Police Department Facility to tonight’s agenda. 
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 On motion of Council Member Tyler and seconded by Council Member Seymour, it was 

unanimously voted:  To authorize the Mayor or Acting Mayor to execute a contract amendment to 

Contract 2C26-055 HVAC Improvements at the Bristol Police Department Facility, in the amount of 

$63,800 for asbestos abatement.  Said amendment will increase the contract amount from $4,486,000 

to $4,549,800. 

9.  RESIGNATIONS 

 

 The following resignations were presented: 

 

 Morris “Rippy” Patton IV – Zoning Commission 

 Ryan Broderick – Youth & Community Services Commission, Sec. 2-9 

 John Soares – Planning Commission 

 Lorianne Osenkowksi – Board of Education 

 Brian Suchinski – Bristol Burlington Board of Health 

 Melissa Mendez – Bristol Early Childhood Collaborative 

 

 On motion of Council Member Hahn and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was 

unanimously voted:  To accept the resignations and send letters of thanks.  

   

10.   APPOINTMENTS 

   

 a.  The following appointments were presented: 

 

 Bristol Eastern Roof Committee 

 Council Member Greg Hahn – Mayoral Appointment – term to 11/2/2027 

 Confirming motion by Council Member Tyler. 

 Motion passed in voice vote. 

  

 Youth and Community Services Commission 

 Cecilia Garay – Appointment as School System Rep. – term to 6/27. 

 Replaced R. Broderick. 

 Confirming motion by Council Member Hahn. 

 Motion passed in voice vote. 

 

 Charter Revision Commission  

 The following were appointed to the commission with the intended focus to be on Police 

 Department and Fire Department promotional language.  

 Richard Lacey, Esq.  

 Sharon Kenney 

 Thomas Hick 

 John Divenere 

 Gabrielle Carrano 

 Elizabeth Grady 

 Katherine Matthews, Esq. 

 Confirming motion by Council Member Hahn. 

 Motion passed in voice vote. 
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11. CONTRACTS 

 

 a.  Contract 2P26-074 Reappraisal and Revaluation for the October 2027 Grand  

 List 

 

 Communication received from Purchasing Agent Haynes. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Seymour and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was 

unanimously voted:  To award Contract Reappraisal and Revaluation for the October 2027 Grand 

List to Municipal Valuation Services, LLC for $240,000 and to authorize the Mayor or Acting Mayor 

to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate said contract.  

 

 b.  Contract 2C25-068 Brace Ave. and O’Sullivan Dr. Storm Drainage Contract 

 Amendment 

 

 Communication received from Public Works Director Rogozinski. 

  

 On motion of Council Member Seymour and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was 

unanimously voted:  To authorize the Mayor or Acting Mayor to execute a contract amendment to 

Contract 2C25-068 Brace Avenue and O'Sullivan Drive Storm Drainage, in the amount of 

$44,676.75 with Martin Laviero Contractors, Inc., increasing the total contract amount from 

$1,983,842.25 to $2,028,519.00. 

   

12. REFERRALS TO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 a.  30 Cross Street – Regional Training Facility 

 

 Communication received from the Mayor’s Office. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Tyler and seconded by Council Member Hahn, it was 

unanimously voted:  To refer 30 Cross Street, Assessor's Map 4, Lot 13-1, to the Real Estate 

Committee for potential use as a joint regional training facility for the Fire and Police Departments. 

 

 b.  Parcel 19-10 Perkins St. – Donation by Clinton Roberts Foundation 

 

 Communication received from Asst. Corporation Counsel Steeg.  

  

 On motion of Council Member Seymour and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was 

unanimously voted:  To refer to the Planning Commission for a Connecticut General Statute Section 

8-24 report the property known as Parcel 19-10, Perkins Street. This property consists of 7.5 acres of 

open space. This property is currently owned by the Clinton Roberts Foundation. The purpose of the 

referral is to ascertain if the City of Bristol should accept ownership. 

   

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 8:10 p.m., on motion of Council Member Hahn and seconded by Council Member Dickau, 

it was unanimously voted:  To convene into Executive Session to discuss items a. and b. below. 
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 a.  Present to discuss and take any action as necessary on litigation matter, 780 JPC Holdings 

LLC v. City of Bristol, Superior Court docket number HHB-CV-26-6105983-S:  Mayor Ellen 

Zoppo-Sassu; Council Members Dickau, Hahn, Kelley, Seymour and Tyler; Council Member 

Rosengren via telephone; Corporation Counsel Clift; Assistant Corporation Counsels Conlin, Steeg, 

and Donovan; and Assessor Tom DeNoto. 

 

 b.  Present to discuss the potential acquisition of 116 Marsh Road, Bristol, CT, Assessor's 

Map 64, Lot 1-1; Marsh Road, Bristol, CT, Assessor's Map 64, Lot 1; Marsh Road, Bristol, CT, 

Assessor's Map 61, Lot 16-1, and to take any action as necessary:  Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu; 

Council Members Dickau, Hahn, Kelley, Seymour and Tyler; Council Member Rosengren via 

telephone; Corporation Counsel Clift; and Assistant Corporation Counsels Conlin, Steeg, and 

Donovan.   

 

 Discussion was held.  No votes were taken. 

 At 9:11 p.m., on motion of Council Member Hahn and seconded by Council Member Dickau, 

it was unanimously voted:  To reconvene into Public Session. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Hahn and seconded by Council Member Dickau, it was 

unanimously voted:  To resolve the litigation matter, 780 JPC Holdings LLC v. City of 

Bristol, Superior Court docket number HHB-CV-26-6105983-S by Stipulation to Judgment whereby 

the plaintiff shall be obligated to pay the tax penalty of $130,973.76 on List number 100302 and a tax 

penalty of $1,718.54 on List number 100303.  The City Assessor is hereby authorized to make the 

above adjustment and the Tax Collector is authorized to collect the above adjusted penalties. 

 

 There was no motion for item b.   

 

14. OTHER BUSINESS – None. 

  

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 9:13 p.m., on motion of Council Member Seymour and seconded by Council Member 

Rosengren, it was unanimously voted:  To adjourn. 

 

 

ATTEST:  _______________________________________ 

                  Erica Cabiya 

       Town & City Clerk 
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Underscored text is proposed to be added.  [Bracketed] text is proposed for deletion. 
 

 
 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

APPENDIX D -  FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION1 

 
1Editor's note(s)—An ordinance adopted on August 12, 2008, amended Appendix D, §§ 1—8 in its entirety to read 

as herein set out. Formerly, Appendix D pertained to similar subject matter, and derived from an ordinance 
adopted on March 14, 1988 and amended on August 9, 1993.  

Cross reference(s)—Buildings and building regulations, Ch. 5; flood and erosion control, Ch. 8; planning, Ch. 18; 
water, sewers and sewage disposal, Ch. 22; enforcement by citation officers, Ch. 23; inland wetlands 
regulations, App. A; subdivision regulations, App. B; zoning, App. C.  
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SECTION 1. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDING OF FACT, PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

1.1. Statutory authorization. 

The Legislature of the State of Connecticut has in Section 7-148(c)(7)(A) and in Title 8, Chapter 124, Section 
8-2 of the General Statutes delegated the responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed 
to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the City Council of City of 
Bristol, Connecticut, does ordain as follows:  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

1.2. Findings of fact. 

1.2.1. The flood hazard areas of the City of Bristol are subject to periodic inundation which may result in loss 
of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, extraordinary 
public expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect 
the public health, safety and general welfare.  

1.2.2. These flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains causing increases 
in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy in flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or 
hazardous to other lands which are inadequately elevated, flood-proofed, or otherwise unprotected from flood 
damages. Uncontrolled development and use of the floodplains can adversely affect the community.  

1.2.3. The City of Bristol has voluntarily participated in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) since 
1988. The NFIP is founded on a mutual agreement between the federal government and each participating 
community. Local, state and federal governments must share roles and responsibilities to meet the goals and 
objectives of the NFIP. The community's role is of paramount importance. Property owners are able to receive 
federally-subsidized flood insurance only if the community enacts and enforces the minimum floodplain 
regulations required for participation in the NFIP.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

1.3. Statement of purpose. 

It is the purpose of this ordinance to regulate floodplain development, promote the public health, safety and 
general welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions 
designed to:  

1.3.1. Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property due to water or erosion or 
in flood heights or velocities;  

1.3.2. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against 
flood damage at the time of initial construction;  

1.3.3. Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers which 
are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;  

1.3.4. Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion or flood damage, 
and;  

1.3.5. Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood waters or 
which may increase flood hazards to other lands.  

JenniferBroderick1
Typewritten text
454



 

 
    Created: 2025-07-02 09:39:49 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 4) 

 
Page 3 of 22 

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

1.4. Objectives. 

The objectives of this ordinance are:  

1.4.1. To protect human life and health;  

1.4.2. To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;  

1.4.3. To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally undertaken 
at the expense of the general public;  

1.4.4. To minimize prolonged business interruptions;  

1.4.5. To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone 
and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains;  

1.4.6. To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood prone 
areas in such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas;  

1.4.7. To insure that potential home buyers are notified that property is in a flood area; and  

1.4.8. To ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume responsibility for their 
actions;  

1.4.9. To prevent increase in flood heights that could increase flood damage and result in conflicts between 
property owners;  

1.4.10. To discourage development in a floodplain if there is any practicable alternative to locate the activity, 
use or structure outside of the floodplain.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 

2.1 Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to 
give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its most reasonable application.  

2.1.1. Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a 
building in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a firewall. Any 
walled and roofed addition which is connected by a firewall or is separated by independent perimeter 
load-bearing walls is new construction.  

2.1.2. Administrator means the city engineer of the City of Bristol or his designated representative.  

2.1.3. Appeal means a request for a review of the administrator's interpretation of any provision of this 
ordinance or a request for a variance.  

2.1.4. Applicant means that the owner or authorized agent of the owner of land partially or wholly located in 
an area of special flood hazard and on which land development is proposed. His/her name shall appear 
on the floodplain development permit application and will be responsible for assuring that the 
provisions of this ordinance are met and any stipulations or conditions placed at the time of approval 
are adhered to.  

2.1.5. Area of Shallow Flooding (for a community with AO or AH Zones only)—A designated AO, AH, AR/AO, 
AR/AH, or VO zone on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a one percent or greater 
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annual chance of flooding to an average depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel 
does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable, and where velocity flow may be evident. 
Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow.  

2.1.6. Area of special flood hazard is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to one percent or 
greater chance of flooding in any given year.  

2.1.7. Base flood means the flood having a one (1%) percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year also referred to as the one hundred (100) year flood, as published by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) as part of a Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and depicted on a Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  

2.1.8. Base flood elevation (BFE)—The elevation of the crest of the base flood or 100-year flood. The height 
in relation to mean sea level expected to be reached by the waters of the base flood at pertinent points 
in the floodplains of coastal and riverine areas.  

2.1.9. Basement means that portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides.  

2.1.10. Building means any structure built for support, shelter, or enclosure for any occupancy or storage.  

2.1.11. Cost—As related to substantial improvements, the cost of any reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
addition, alteration, repair or other improvement of a structure shall be established by a detailed 
written contractor's estimate. The estimate shall include, but not be limited to: the cost of materials 
(interior finishing elements, structural elements, utility and service equipment); sales tax on materials, 
building equipment and fixtures, including heating and air conditioning and utility meters; labor; built-
in appliances; demolition and site preparation; repairs made to damaged parts of the building worked 
on at the same time; contractor's overhead; contractor's profit; and grand total. Items to be excluded 
include: cost of plans and specifications, survey costs, permit fees, outside improvements such as 
septic systems, water supply wells, landscaping, sidewalks, fences, yard lights, irrigation systems, and 
detached structures such as garages, sheds, and gazebos.  

2.1.12. Designated representative means the inland/wetlands enforcement officer of the City of Bristol or 
other person designated, in writing, by the flood and erosion commission to enforce the terms and 
provisions of this ordinance.  

2.1.13. Development means any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not 
limited to the construction of buildings or structures; the construction of additions, alterations or 
substantial improvements to buildings or structures; the placement of buildings or structures; mining, 
dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment; the 
storage, deposition, or extraction of materials; and the installation, repair or removal of public or 
private sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities.  

2.1.14. Elevated building means a non-basement building built to have the lowest floor elevated above the 
ground level by means of fill, solid foundation perimeter walls, pilings, columns (posts and piers), shear 
walls, or breakaway walls.  

2.1.15. Existing manufactured home park or subdivision—A manufactured home park or subdivision for 
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured home are to be 
affixed (including, as a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final 
site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain 
management regulations adopted by a community.  

2.1.16. Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision—The preparation of additional sites 
by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be 
affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or 
the pouring of concrete pads).  
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2.1.17. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)—The federal agency that administers the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  

2.1.18. Finished living space—Finished living space can include, but is not limited to, a space that is heated 
and/or cooled, contains finished floors (tile, linoleum, hardwood, etc.), has sheetrock walls that may or 
may not be painted or wallpapered, and other amenities such as furniture, appliances, bathrooms, 
fireplaces and other items that are easily damaged by floodwaters and expensive to clean, repair or 
replace. A fully enclosed area below the base flood elevation (BFE) cannot have finished living space 
and needs to be designed for exposure to flood forces. These spaces can only be used for parking, 
building access or limited storage.  

2.1.19. Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from:  

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal water;  

(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.  

2.1.20. Flood and erosion commission means the conservation commission of the City of Bristol.  

2.1.21. Flood fringe area means that area outside of the floodway and within the limits of the base flood.  

2.1.22. Flood boundary and floodway map (FBFM)—The official map of a community on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has delineated the limits of the regulatory floodway and 100-
year floodplain.  

2.1.23. Flood insurance rate map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk 
premium zones applicable to the community. FIRM published after January 1990 may also show the 
limits of the regulatory floodway.  

2.1.24. Flood insurance study (FIS)—The official study of a community in which the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) has conducted a technical engineering evaluation and determination of 
local flood hazards, flood profiles and water surface elevations. The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), 
which accompany the FIS, provide both flood insurance rate zones and base flood elevations, and may 
provide the regulatory floodway limits.  

2.1.25. Floodplain development permit means the formal granting of permission to an applicant for land 
development in areas of special flood hazard including permitted uses, and special exceptions as herein 
described and specified.  

2.1.26. Flood proofing means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes or 
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real 
property, water or sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.  

2.1.27. Floodway means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must 
be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 
elevation more than one (1.0′) foot. For the purposes of these regulations, the term "Regulatory 
Floodway" is synonymous in meaning with the term "Floodway".  

2.1.28. Floor means the top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement) i.e., top of slab in 
concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction. The term does not 
include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles.  

2.1.29. Functionally dependent utility means a facility which cannot be used for its intended purpose unless it 
is located in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port facility necessary for the loading and 
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unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding and ship repair. The term does not include seafood 
processing facilities, long-term storage, manufacture, sales, or service facilities.  

2.1.30. Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to 
construction, next to the proposed walls or a structure.  

2.1.31. Historic structure—Any structure that is: (a) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic 
Places (a listing maintained by the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; (b) 
Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historic 
significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to 
qualify as a registered historic district; (c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in 
states with historic preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; 
or (d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation 
programs that have been certified either: (1) By an approved state program as determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior or (2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved 
programs.  

2.1.32. Lowest floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfinished 
or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage, in an area 
other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor, provided that such an area 
meets the design requirements specified in Section 5.3.1.3 of this ordinance.  

2.1.33. Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a 
permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when connected 
to the required utilities. The term also includes park trailers, travel trailers, recreational vehicles and 
similar transportable structures placed on a site for one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days or 
longer and intended to be improved property.  

2.1.34. Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel, or contiguous parcels, of land divided into 
two (2) or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.  

2.1.35. Mean sea level (MSL)—The North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988 or other datum, to which 
base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) are referenced.  

2.1.36. National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) as corrected in 1988 is a vertical control used a reference 
for establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.  

2.1.37. New construction means structures for which the "start of construction" commenced on or after the 
effective date of this ordinance (not the revision date) and includes any subsequent improvements to 
such structures.  

2.1.38. New manufactured home park or subdivision—A manufactured home park or subdivision for which 
the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed 
(including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site 
grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date, (not the revision 
date), of the floodplain management regulation adopted by the community.  

2.1.39. Permitted uses means those types of development in areas of special flood hazard which do not 
require a floodplain development permit from the city but, do require a certificate of approval from 
the administrator.  

2.1.40. Recreational vehicle means a vehicle which is (i) built on a single chassis, (ii) four hundred (400) 
square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projections; (iii) designed to be self-
propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and (iv) designed primarily not for use as a 
permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.  
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2.1.41. Regulated uses means those types of development which require a floodplain development permit 
from the administrator provided that, in the opinion of the administrator, the proposed development 
will not have a significant impact on the floodplain or does not alter more than forty (40) percent of the 
floodplain designated on the subject property in which cases the proposed development shall be 
classified a special exception.  

2.1.42. Special exception means those types of development which require a floodplain development permit 
directly from the Bristol Flood and Erosion Commission.  

2.1.43. Special flood hazard area (SFHA)—The land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one (1) 
percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. SFHAs are determined utilizing the base flood 
elevations (BFE) provided on the flood profiles in the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for a community. BFEs 
provided on Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) are only approximate (rounded up or down) and should 
be verified with the BFEs published in the FIS for a specific location. SFHAs include, but are not 
necessarily limited to, the land shown as Zones A, A1-30, AE, AO, AH, and the Coastal High Hazard 
Areas shown as Zones V, V1-30, and VE on a FIRM. The SFHA is also called the Area of Special Flood 
Hazard.  

2.1.44. Start of construction (for other than new construction or substantial improvements under the coastal 
barrier resources act (P.L. 97-348)), includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building 
permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
addition placement, substantial improvement or other improvement was within one hundred eighty 
(180) days of the permit date. The actual start means the first placement of permanent construction of 
a structure (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, 
installation of piles, construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation or placement 
of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, 
such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor 
does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary 
forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or 
sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structures. For a substantial improvement, 
the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural 
part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.  

2.1.45. Structure means a walled and roofed building that is principally above ground, a manufactured home, 
a gas or liquid storage tank, or other man-made facilities or infrastructures.  

2.1.46. Substantial damage—Damage of any origin sustained by a structure, whereby the cost of restoring 
the structure to its pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty (50) percent of the market value 
of the structure before the damage occurred.  

2.1.47. Substantial improvement—Any combination of repairs, reconstruction, rehabilitation, alterations, 
additions or other improvements to a structure, taking place during a ten (10) year period, in which the 
cumulative cost equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of the structure as determined 
at the beginning of such ten (10) year period. This term includes structures that have incurred 
"substantial damage", regardless of the actual repair work performed. For purposes of this definition, 
"substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or 
other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external 
dimensions of the structure. The term does not, however, include either: (1) Any project for 
improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local health, sanitary, or safety 
code specifications which have been identified by the local code enforcement official and which are the 
minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions; or (2) Any alteration of a "historic" structure, 
provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a "historic 
structure."  
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2.1.48. Variance is a grant of relief from the requirements of this ordinance which permits construction in a 
manner otherwise prohibited by this ordinance where specific enforcement would result in 
unnecessary hardship.  

2.1.49. [Variance]  Violation  - Failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the 
community’s flood damage prevention ordinance.  A structure or other development without required 
permits, lowest floor evaluation documentation, flood-proofing certificates or required floodway 
encroachment calculations is presumed to be in violation until such time as the documentation is 
provided. [—A grant of relief by a community from the terms of the floodplain management ordinance 
that allows construction in a manner otherwise prohibited and where specific enforcement would 
result in unnecessary hardship.] 

2.1.50. Watercourse means stream, river, brook or channel which conveys surface runoff for a majority of 
the year. These may or may not be part of designated floodway areas.  

2.1.51. Water surface elevation means the height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum 
(NGVD) of 1929, (or other datum, where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and frequencies in 
the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

SECTION 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3.1. Lands to which this ordinance applies. 

This ordinance shall apply to all areas of Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) within the jurisdiction of the City 
of Bristol.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

3.2. Basis for establishing the areas of special flood hazard. 

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in its 
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Hartford County, Connecticut, dated May 16, 2017, and accompanying Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), dated [May 16, 2017 (Panel-09003C0469G), and September 26, 2008 (Panels-
09003C0455F, 09003C0456F, 09003C0457F, 09003C0458F, 09003C0459F, 09003C0461F, 09003C0462F, 
09003C0465F, 09003C0466F, 09003C0467F, 09003C0468F),] November 13, 2026 (panels 09003C0 455G,457G, 
458G, 459G, 461G, 462G, 465G, 466G, May 16, 2017 (09003C0469G and September 26, 2008 (Panel 09003C0468F 
and other supporting data applicable to the City of Bristol, and any subsequent revisions thereto, are adopted by 
reference and declared to be part of this ordinance. Since mapping is legally adopted by reference into this 
regulation, it must take precedence until such time as a map amendment or map revision is obtained from FEMA. 
The area of special flood hazard includes any area shown on the FIRM as Zones A and AE, including areas 
designated as floodway on the FIRM. Areas of special flood hazard are determined utilizing the base flood 
elevations (BFE) provided on the flood profiles in the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for a community. BFEs provided 
on a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) are approximate (rounded up or down) and should be verified with the BFEs 
published in the FIS for a specific location. Also included in the areas of special flood hazard are areas of potential, 
demonstrable or historical flooding, including any area contiguous with, but outside the areas of special flood 
hazard identified by FEMA, and where the land surface elevation is lower than the base flood elevation (BFE) as 
shown on the FIRM or in the FIS, and where the area is not protected from flooding by a natural or man-made 
feature.  The FIS and FIRM are on file in the Department of Public Works - Engineering Division.  
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(Ord. of 8-12-08; Ord. of 5-9-17) 

3.3. Development permit. 

A floodplain development permit shall be required in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance prior 
to the commencement of any development activities.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

3.4. Compliance. 

No structure or land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted or structurally altered without full 
compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

3.5. Abrogation and greater restrictions. 

This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed 
restrictions. However, where this ordinance and another conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent 
restrictions shall prevail.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

3.6. Interpretation. 

In the interpretation and application of this ordinance all provisions shall be: (1) considered as minimum 
requirements; (2) liberally construed in favor of the governing body, and; (3) deemed neither to limit nor repeal 
any other powers granted under state statutes.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

3.7. Warning and disclaimer of liability. 

The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes 
and is based on scientific and engineering consideration. Larger floods can and will occur on rare occasions. Flood 
heights may be increased by manmade or natural causes. This ordinance does not imply that land outside the 
areas of special flood hazard or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This 
ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the City of Bristol or by any officer or employee thereof for any 
flood damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully made 
thereunder. The City of Bristol, its officers and employees shall assume no liability for another person's reliance on 
any maps, data or information provided by the City of Bristol.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08)

 

SECTION 4. ADMINISTRATION 
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4.1. Designation of the ordinance administrator. 

The city engineer is hereby appointed to administer and implement the provisions of this ordinance. The 
actions of the city engineer in the implementation of this ordinance are subject to review by the flood and erosion 
commission of the city.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.2. Permit procedures. 

Application for a floodplain development permit shall be made to the administrator on forms furnished by 
him or her, and may include, but not be limited to, the following plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the 
nature, location, dimensions, and elevations of the area in question; existing or proposed structures, fill, storage or 
materials, drainage facilities and the location of the foregoing. Specifically, the following information is required:  

4.2.1. Application stage: 

(a) Elevation in relation to mean sea level of the proposed lowest floor (including basement) of all 
structures section 5.3.1.(a);  

(b) Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any non-residential structure will be flood-
proofed section 5.3.1.(a);  

(c) A description, including maps, drawings and site plans, which defines the extent to which 
encroachment of the flood-fringe area resulting from the proposed development, new or 
substantial improvement. Include the Base flood elevation (BFE) for the site in question as 
determined in the FEMA Flood Insurance Study (FIS) or Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). The FIS 
flood profiles provide more accurate BFE data than the FIRM. The extent of the 100-year 
floodplain and floodway must be depicted with a boundary line on any site plans and shown in 
relation to existing and proposed structures or development.  

(d) A statement as to whether or not the proposed alterations to an existing structure meets the 
criteria of the substantial improvement definition section 2.1.29;  

(e) A statement as to whether there will be dry access to the structure during the 100-year storm 
event.  

(f) Notify the regional planning agency and the affected municipality at least thirty-five (35) days 
prior to the public hearing if any change of regulation or use of a flood zone will affect an area 
within five hundred (500) feet of another municipality.  

(g) Notify adjacent communities and the department of environmental protection, water resources 
unit prior to any alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and submit evidence of such 
notification to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  

Where applicable the following certifications by a registered engineer or architect are required, 
and must be provided to the administrator. The design and methods of construction must be 
certified to be in accordance with accepted standards of practice, and with the provisions of 
article 5, section B [section 5.3].  

(h) Nonresidential flood-proofing must meet the provisions of section 5.3.1.(b)(c);  

(i) Enclosed areas below the base flood elevation-if the minimum design criteria in section 
5.3.2.(a)—5.3.2.(c) is not used then the design and construction methods must be certified as 
explained in section 5.3.2.;  
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(j) A description, including maps, drawings, computations and other information, of the extent to 
which any floodway and/or watercourse will be altered or relocated as a result of the 
development, new or substantial improvement. No increase in floodway heights may be allowed. 
Any development in a floodway must meet the provisions of section 5.3.3.;  

(k) The decision on all permits shall be published by the flood and erosion commission in a 
newspaper having a general circulation in the Bristol area in accordance with the statutory time 
limits set for the inland/wetlands commission. Publication shall be following the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the commission subsequent to the date of the decision.  

(l) The effective date of a duly issued permit shall be seven (7) days after the aforementioned 
publication date provided no appeal of the permit decision has been taken prior to that date.  

4.2.2. Construction stage. Upon completion of the applicable portion of construction the applicant shall 
provide verification to the administrator of the following as is applicable: Lowest floor elevation-the 
elevation to be verified for:  

(a) A structure in a numbered A zone is the top of the lowest floor (including basement) section 
5.3.1.(a);  

(b) A structure which has been floodproofed is the elevation to which the floodproofing is effective 
section 5.3.1.(b).  

4.2.3. Deficiencies. Deficiencies detected by the review of the above listed shall be corrected by the permit 
holder immediately and prior to further progressive work being permitted to proceed. Failure to 
submit the survey or failure to make said corrections required hereby, shall be cause to issue a stop-
work order for the project.  

4.2.4. Completion. Upon completion of the permitted development and prior to issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy (CO), necessary as-built surveys (prepared by a Connecticut Licensed Professional as per 
Connecticut State Statutes) and engineering and architectural certifications shall be provided to the 
administrator demonstrating compliance with the approved plans and standards set forth in Section 
4.2.  

4.2.5. Duration. The duration of any permit issued under this section for the development of property for 
which an approval is required shall be valid for five years, provided the Agency may establish a specific 
time period within which any regulated activity shall be conducted. Any permit issued under this 
section for any other activity shall be valid for not less than two years and not more than five years. 
Any such permit shall be renewed upon request of the permit holder unless the Agency finds that there 
has been a substantial change in circumstances which requires a new permit application or an 
enforcement action has been undertaken with regard to the regulated activity for which the permit 
was issued, provided no permit may be valid for more than ten years.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.3. Duties and responsibilities of the city engineer. 

Duties of the city engineer shall include, but not be limited to:  

4.3.1. Review all floodplain development permit applications to determine whether proposed building sites 
will be reasonably safe from flooding.  

4.3.2. Review all floodplain development permit applications to assure that the permit requirements of this 
ordinance have been satisfied.  
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4.3.3. Advise permittee that additional federal or state permits may be required, and if specific federal or 
state permit requirements are known, require that copies of such permits be provided and maintained 
on file with the development permit. Possible including but not limited to: Coastal Area Management 
Permit, Water Diversion, Dam Safety, Corps of Engineers 404.  

4.3.4. Review all floodplain development permit applications to assure that maintenance is provided within 
the altered or relocated portion of said watercourse so that the flood carrying capacity is not 
diminished.  

4.3.5. Record the elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of all new 
or substantially improved structures, in accordance with section 5.3.1.(a).  

4.3.6. Record the elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which the new or substantially improved 
structures have been flood-proofed, in accordance with section 5.3.1.(b).  

4.3.7. When flood-proofing is utilized for a particular structure, the administrator shall obtain certification 
from a registered professional engineer or architect, in accordance with section 5.3.1.(b).  

4.3.8. Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of boundaries of the areas of special flood 
hazard (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual 
field conditions) the administrator shall make the necessary interpretation. The person contesting the 
location of the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the interpretation as 
provided in this article.  

4.3.9. When base flood elevation data or floodway data have not been provided in accordance with article 3, 
section B, then the administrator shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation 
and floodway data available from a federal, state or other source in order to administer the provisions 
of section 5.  

4.3.10. All records pertaining to the provisions of this ordinance shall be maintained in the office of the city 
engineer for public inspection.  

4.3.11. Interpretation of FIRM boundaries. Make interpretations where needed, as to the exact location of 
the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict 
between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions). The person contesting the location of the 
boundary shall be given an opportunity to appeal the interpretation as provided in section 6.2.  

4.3.12. Require that all subdivision proposals and other proposed new developments and substantial 
improvements include base flood data.  

4.3.13. Assure, through inspection of permitted activities, that compliance with the ordinance is maintained.  

4.3.14. Grant permits for "regulated use" activities as defined in section 4.5.  

4.3.15. Provide a monthly report to the flood and erosion commission outlining all floodplain development 
permit activity that took place in the preceding month and the current status of all permit applications.  

4.3.16. To provide technical assistance to the flood and erosion commission on matters concerning special 
exceptions.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.4. Permitted uses. 

4.4.1. The following open space uses shall be permitted within the flood fringe area, excluding the regulatory 
floodway, to the extent that they are not prohibited by any other ordinance or regulation and provided they do 
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not require structures, earth fill, the storage of materials or equipment, or the use of utilities such as gas, electric, 
water or sewer.  

(1) Agricultural uses such as: general farming, pasture, grazing, outdoor plant nurseries, horticulture, truck 
farming, forestry, sod farming, and wild crop harvesting.  

(2) Any parking areas for three (3) vehicles or less.  

(3) Private and public recreational uses such as: golf courses, open tennis courts, driving ranges, archery 
ranges, picnic grounds, boat launching ramps, swimming areas, parks, wildlife and nature preserves, 
game farms, fish hatcheries, shooting preserves, target ranges, trap and skeet ranges, hunting and 
fishing areas, hiking and horseback riding trails.  

(4) Residential uses such as: lawns, gardens and play areas.  

4.4.2. Permitted uses shall be granted by certificate by the city engineer when it has been determined that 
the provisions of subsection 4.4.1 have been met.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.5. Regulated uses. 

4.5.1. New development and substantial improvements shall be permitted within areas of special flood 
hazard, excluding the regulatory floodway, to the extent that they are not prohibited by any other ordinance or 
regulation and provided they meet the provisions of section 5, provisions for flood hazard reduction, of this 
ordinance.  

4.5.2. Regulated uses shall be granted by the city engineer provided that all provisions of this ordinance have 
been met.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.6. Special exceptions. 

4.6.1. New development and substantial improvements may be permitted as a special exception in the 
regulated floodway and shall conform to the provisions of this ordinance, provided:  

(1) That the area of the site covered by a proposed improvement, addition or accessory structure, be no 
more than twenty-five (25) percent of the area of the site covered by the existing building of principal 
use, as long as the pertinent requirements of this section are met. A special exception granted under 
these conditions shall be on a one-time-only basis.  

(2) That the applicant provide the commission with a report prepared by a professional engineer 
registered in the state, that certifies that the construction, as proposed, will not adversely affect the 
storage capacity or flow capacity of the affected watercourse during a base flood.  

(3) That where floodproofing is utilized for a particular non-residential structure, a professional engineer 
registered in the state shall certify that the floodproofing methods are adequate to withstand the flood 
depths, pressures, velocities, impact and uplift forces.  

(4) No encroachment of the regulatory floodway, including fill, substantial improvements, accessory 
structures or other development including public works projects of the state, federal or local 
government, shall be allowed except for those activities specifically granted as special exception by the 
Bristol Flood and Erosion Commission. In no case, however, will any such activity be allowed if an 
increase in flood levels within the community would result.  
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(5) In the event that elimination of a structure takes place, by reason of fire or other like catastrophe, and 
is subsequently replaced with a new structure of like kind and intended use, this will be allowed to the 
extent that the building coverage will not exceed one hundred twenty-five (125) percent of the 
displaced building coverage, as long as all requirements of pertinent paragraphs of this section are met.  

(6) Commercial or industrial loading areas, parking areas for more than three (3) vehicles, or airport 
landing strips, are in accordance with the pertinent paragraphs or this section.  

4.6.2. Alterations, reconstruction or rehabilitation of watercourse and land areas within the regulated 
floodway may be permitted as a special exception and shall conform to the provisions of this ordinance.  

4.6.3. Special exceptions shall be granted only by the Bristol Flood and Erosion Commission, to the extent 
that they are not prohibited by any other ordinance or regulation, and provided all provisions of this ordinance are 
met.  

4.6.4. In order to assure the furtherance of the purposes of this ordinance, other requirements may be 
imposed upon the applicant as a condition to the granting of a special exception.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

4.7. Application fees. 

4.7.1. An application fee, paid in the form of a certified check, payable to the City of Bristol, shall be 
submitted to the Administrator at the time of application. The fee shall be at the following rates:  

 Permitted use  $5.00  

Regulated use  50.00  

Special exception  100.00  

 

4.7.2. The flood and erosion commission may review the application fee rates on an annual basis and, after 
conducting a public hearing, may adjust the rates to reflect administrative costs.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

SECTION 5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION 

5.1. General standards. 

In all areas of special flood hazard the following provisions are required:  

5.1.1. New construction, structures that have sustained substantial damage, and substantial improvements 
shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure;  

5.1.2. New construction, structures that have sustained substantial damage, and substantial improvements 
shall be constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant to flood damage;  

5.1.3. New construction, structures that have sustained substantial damage, or substantial improvements 
shall be constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage;  

5.1.4. [Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment, and other service facilities shall 
be designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or accumulating within the 
components during conditions of flooding;]  The bottom of all electrical, heating, plumbing, ventilation 
and air conditioning equipment, appliances, fixtures and components, HVAC duct work and duct 
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systems, and any other utility service equipment, facilities, machinery, or connections servicing a 
structure shall be elevated at least one foot (1.0 ft) above the base flood elevation (BFE).  This includes, 
but it not limited to, furnaces, oil or propane tanks, air conditioners, heat pumps, hot water heaters, 
ventilation ductwork, washer and dryer hookups, electrical junction boxes, and circuit breaker boxes.  
Connections or other equipment that must be located below the BFE plus one foot (1.9 ft) elevation 
are permitted only when no other elevation alternative is available and provided, they are designed 
and installed to prevent from entering or accumulation within the components and to resist 
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and stresses, including the effects of buoyancy, during the 
occurrence of the base flood event.  Electrical wiring systems that must be located below the BFE plus 
one foot (1.0 ft) shall conform to the standards for wet locations. 

5.1.5. New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of 
flood waters into the system;  

5.1.6. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration 
of flood waters into the systems and discharges from the system into flood waters;  

5.1.7. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located and constructed to avoid impairment to them or 
contamination from them during flooding;  

5.1.8. Manufactured homes and Recreational Vehicles:  

(a) All manufactured homes (including "mobile" homes, including recreational vehicles placed on site 
for one hundred and eighty (180) consecutive days or longer, to be placed, or substantially 
improved shall be elevated so that the lowest floor is at least one foot above the base flood 
elevation. [placed on a site for one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days or longer) to be places, 
or substantially improved shall be elevated so that the lowest floor is at least one (1) foot above 
the base flood elevation];  

(b) It shall be placed on a permanent foundation which itself is securely anchored and to which the 
structure is securely anchored so that it will resist flotation, lateral movement, and hydrostatic 
and hydrodynamic pressures. Anchoring may include, but not be limited to, the use of over-the-
top or frame ties to ground anchors;  

(c) It shall be installed using methods and practices which minimize flood damage.  

(1) Adequate access and drainage should be provided.  

(2) Elevation construction standards include, piling foundations placed no more than ten (10) 
feet apart, and reinforcement is provided for piers more than six (6) feet above ground 
level.  

(d) Recreational vehicles shall either be on the site for fewer that one hundred and eighty (180) 
consecutive days, and be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or meet the general standards 
of Section 5.1 and the elevation and anchoring requirement of Section 5.1.8 (a), (b) and (c).  A 
recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to 
the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices, and has no permanently 
attached additions. 

5.1.9. In any portion of a watercourse which is altered or relocated the flood carrying capacity shall be 
maintained and;  

5.1.10. A structure already in compliance with the provisions of this ordinance shall not be made non-
compliant by any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvement to the structure.  

5.1.11. New construction, substantial improvements and repair to structures that have sustained substantial 
damage cannot be constructed or located entirely or partially over water.  
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5.1.12. Above-ground storage tanks (oil, propane, etc.) which are located outside or inside of the structure 
must either be elevated above the base flood elevation (BFE) on a concrete pad, or be securely 
anchored with tie-down straps to prevent flotation or lateral movement, have the top of the fill pipe 
extended above the BFE, and have a screw fill cap that does not allow for the infiltration of flood 
water.  

5.1.13. In any portion of a watercourse that is altered or relocated, the flood carrying capacity must be 
maintained. Notify adjacent communities and the Connecticut Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), Inland Water Resources Division prior to any alteration or relocation of a 
watercourse.  

5.1.14. If any portion of a structure lies within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), the entire structure is 
considered to be in the SFHA. The entire structure must meet the construction requirements of the 
flood zone. The structure includes any attached additions, garages, decks, sunrooms, or any other 
structure attached to the main structure. Decks or porches that extend into a more restrictive flood 
zone will require the entire structure to meet the standards of the more restrictive zone.  

5.1.15. If a structure lies within two or more flood zones, the construction standards of the most restrictive 
zone apply to the entire structure (i.e., V zone is more restrictive than A zone; structure must be built 
to the highest BFE). The structure includes any attached additions, garages, decks, sunrooms, or any 
other structure attached to the main structure. (Decks or porches that extend into a more restrictive 
zone will require the entire structure to meet the requirements of the more restrictive zone.)  

5.1.16. Compensatory storage. The water holding capacity of the floodplain, except those areas which are 
tidally influenced, shall not be reduced. Any reduction caused by filling, new construction or substantial 
improvements involving an increase in footprint to the structure, shall be compensated for by 
deepening and/or widening of the floodplain. Storage shall be provided on-site, unless easements have 
been gained from adjacent property owners; it shall be provided within the same hydraulic reach and a 
volume not previously used for flood storage; it shall be hydraulically comparable and incrementally 
equal to the theoretical volume of flood water at each elevation, up to and including the 100-year 
flood elevation, which would be displaced by the proposed project. Such compensatory volume shall 
have an unrestricted hydraulic connection to the same waterway or water body. Compensatory 
storage can be provided off-site if approved by the municipality.  

5.1.17. Equal conveyance. Within the floodplain, except those areas which are tidally influenced, as 
designated on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the community, encroachments resulting from 
filling, new construction or substantial improvements involving an increase in footprint of the 
structure, are prohibited unless the applicant provides certification by a registered professional 
engineer demonstrating, with supporting hydrologic and hydraulic analyses performed in accordance 
with standard engineering practice, that such encroachments shall not result in any (0.00 feet) increase 
in flood levels (base flood elevation). Work within the floodplain and the land adjacent to the 
floodplain, including work to provide compensatory storage shall not be constructed in such a way so 
as to cause an increase in flood stage or flood velocity.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

5.2. Standards for stream or water body without established base flood elevations and/or 

flooding. 

The city engineer shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation and floodway data 
available from a federal, state or other source, including data developed by a registered engineer pursuant to 
section 5.3.1.(a) of this ordinance, as criteria for requiring that new construction, substantial improvements, or 
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other development in Zone A on the community's FIRM meet the standards in section 5.3.1.(a), 5.3.2., 5.3.3., and 
section 6.  

The city engineer may request floodway data of an applicant for watercourses without FEMA-published 
floodways. When data is provided by an applicant or whenever such data is available from any other source (in 
response to the city/town's request or not), the city shall adopt a regulatory floodway based on the principle that 
the floodway must be able to convey the waters of the base flood without increasing the water surface elevation 
more than one (1) foot at any point along the watercourse.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

5.3. Specific standards. 

In all areas of special flood hazard A1-30, AE, AH where base flood elevation data has been provided, as set 
forth in 3.2, or 4.3.10., the following provisions are required:  

5.3.1. (a) Residential construction. New construction or substantial improvement of any residential structure 
shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated at least to one (1) foot above the base flood 
elevation (BFE). Electrical, plumbing, machinery or other utility equipment that service the structure 
must be elevated to or above the BFE.  

5.3.2. (b) Nonresidential construction. 

(1) New construction or substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial, or nonresidential 
structure located in Zone A1-30, AE & AH shall have the lowest floor, including basement, 
elevated at least to one (1) foot above the level of the base flood elevation; or  

(2) Non-residential structures located in all A-zone may be flood-proofed in lieu of being elevated 
provided that together with all attendant utilities and sanitary facilities the areas of the structure 
below the required elevation are water tight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage 
of water, and use structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads and the effect of buoyancy. A registered professional engineer or architect 
shall review and/or develop structural design, specifications, and plans for the construction, and 
shall certify that the design and methods of construction are in accordance with acceptable 
standards of practice for meeting the provisions of this subsection. Such certification shall be 
provided to the official as set forth in [section] 4.2.1.(f).  

(3) Electrical, plumbing, machinery or other utility equipment that service the structure must be 
elevated to or above the BFE.  

5.3.3. Elevated buildings. New construction or substantial improvements of elevated buildings that include 
fully enclosed areas formed by foundation and other exterior walls below the base flood elevation shall 
be designed to preclude finished living space and designed to allow for the entry and exit of 
floodwaters to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls.  

(a) Designs for complying with this requirement must either be certified by a professional engineer 
or architect or meet the following minimum criteria:  

(1) Provide a minimum or two (2) openings having a total net area of not less than one square 
inch for every square foot or enclosed area subject to flooding;  

(2) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade; and,  

(3) Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, values or other coverings of devices 
provided they permit the automatic flow of floodwaters in both directions.  

(b) Electrical, plumbing, and other utility connections are prohibited below the base flood elevation;  
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(c) Access to the enclosed area shall be the minimum necessary to allow for parking of vehicles 
(garage door) or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in connection with the premises 
(standard exterior door) or entry to the living area (stairway or elevator); and  

5.3.4. Floodways. Located within areas of special flood hazard established in section 3.2. are areas 
designated as floodways on the community's flood boundary and floodway map. Since the floodway is 
an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of flood waters which carry debris, potential 
projectiles and has erosion potential, the following provisions shall apply:  

Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements and other 
developments unless certification (with supporting technical data) by a registered professional 
engineer is provided demonstrating that encroachments shall not result in any (0.00) increase in flood 
levels during occurrence of the flood discharge;  

In A Zones where base flood elevations have been determined, but before a floodway is designated, no 
new construction, substantial improvement, or other development (including fill) shall be permitted 
which will increase base flood elevations more than one (1) foot at any point along the watercourse 
when all anticipated development is considered cumulatively with the proposed development.  

A permit may be given which allows encroachments resulting in increases in base flood elevations 
provided the community first obtains a conditional floodway revision by meeting the requirements of 
C.F.R.44, Chapter 1, subsection 65.12.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

5.4. Standards for areas of shallow flooding (AO Zones). 

Located within the areas of special flood hazard established in article 3, section B, [Section 3.2] are areas 
designated as shallow flooding areas (Zones AO & AH). These areas have special flood hazards associated with base 
flood depths of one to three (3) feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist and where the path of flooding 
is unpredictable and indeterminate.  

In AO Zones the following provisions apply:  

5.4.1. (a) All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall have the lowest 
floor, including basement, elevated to the depth number specified on the flood insurance rate map, in 
feet, above the highest adjacent grade. If no depth number is specified, the lowest floor, including 
basement, shall be elevated, at least two (2) feet above the highest adjacent grade.  

5.4.2. (b) All new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential structures shall:  

(1) Have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to the depth number specified on the flood 
insurance rate map, in feet, above the highest adjacent grade. If no depth number is specified, 
the lowest floor including basement, shall be elevated at least two (2) feet above the highest 
adjacent grade, or;  

(2) Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities be completely flood-proofed to or above 
that level so that any space below that level is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to 
the passage of water and with structural components having the capability of resisting 
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.  

5.4.3. (c) On-site drainage for all proposed structures in Zones AO and AH located on slopes shall provide 
adequate drainage paths to guide floodwaters around and away from such structures.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 
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SECTION 6. STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION PROPOSALS 

In all special flood hazard areas, the following requirements shall apply:  

6.1. All subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage;  

6.2. All subdivision proposals shall have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water 
systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage;  

6.3. All subdivision proposals shall have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards, 
and;  

6.4. In all special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation (BFE) data is not available, the applicant shall 
provide a hydrologic and hydraulic engineering analysis performed by a Connecticut licensed 
professional engineer that generates BFEs for all subdivision proposals and other proposed 
development, including manufactured home parks and subdivisions. The administrator shall require 
the applicant to provide BFE data for all subdivision proposals, including manufactured home parks and 
subdivisions.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 
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SECTION 7. VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

7.1. The flood and erosion commission as established by Bristol City Council shall hear and decide 
appeals and requests for variances from the requirements of this ordinance.  

7.2. The flood and erosion commission shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is an 
error in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the city engineer in the enforcement or 
administration of this ordinance.  

Any decision of the city engineer may be appealed on a form provided by the city engineer to the 
Bristol Flood and Erosion Commission within seven (7) calendar days of the date of publication as 
provided for in section 4.2.1(j), the date of said publication being excluded in the calculation of said seven 
(7) days. Any such appeal shall stay the decision of the city engineer. Until such time as it may be upheld, 
overruled, modified, or otherwise changed by said commission. All decisions on appeals shall be conveyed 
to the applicant in writing by certified mail.  

7.3. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the flood and erosion commission or any person 
owning land which abuts or is within a radius of one hundred feet (100) of the land in question may 
appeal within fifteen (15) days after such decision to the State Superior Court of Hartford County, as 
provided in Section 8-8 of the General Statutes.  

7.4. Specific situation variances:  

7.4.1. Building on an historic register. Variances "may" be issued for the reconstruction, 
rehabilitation or restoration of structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places or 
the State Inventory of Historic Places without regard to the procedures set forth in the 
remainder of this section, except for section 7.5.4.(a) through 7.5.4.(d), and provided the 
proposed reconstruction, rehabilitation, or restoration will not result in the structure losing its 
historical character.  

7.4.2. Pre-existing, small lot location. Variances "may" be issued by a community for new 
construction and substantial improvements to be erected on a lot of one-half (½) acre or less 
in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures constructed below the 
base flood level, in conformance with section 7.5.4.(a) through 7.5.4.(d).  

7.4.3. Functional dependant uses. Variances "may" be issued for new construction and substantial 
improvement and other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent 
use provided the structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood 
damage, create no additional threat to public safety and meet the requirements of section 
7.5.4.(a) through 7.5.4.(d).  

7.4.4. Floodway prohibition. Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any 
increase in flood levels during the base flood discharge would result.  

7.5. Considerations for granting of variances:  

7.5.1. In passing upon such applications, the flood and erosion commission shall consider all 
technical evaluations, all relevant factors, all standards specified in other sections of this 
ordinance, and:  

(a) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others;  

(b) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;  

(c) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the 
effect of such damage on the individual owner;  
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(d) The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community;  

(e) The necessity of the facility to waterfront location, in the case of a functionally 
dependent facility;  

(f) The availability of alternative locations, not subject to flooding or erosion damage, for 
the proposed use;  

(g) The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;  

(h) The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and floodplain 
management program for that area.  

(i) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency 
vehicles;  

(j) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the flood 
waters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site, and;  

(k) The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions including 
maintenance and repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and 
water systems, and streets and bridges.  

Upon consideration of the factors listed above, and the purposes of this ordinance, the flood and 
erosion commission may attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary 
to further the purposes of this ordinance.  

7.5.2, 7.5.3. [Reserved.] 

7.5.4. Conditions for variances:  

(a) Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum 
necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief; and in the instance of a 
historical building, a determination that the variance is the minimum necessary as not to 
destroy the historic character and design of the building;  

(b) Variances shall only be issued upon (1) a showing of good and sufficient cause, (2) a 
determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship, 
and (3) a determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood 
heights, additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create 
nuisance, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict with existing local laws 
or ordinances.  

(c) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice specifying the 
difference between the base flood elevation and the elevation to which the structure is 
to be built and stating that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate with the 
increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation up to amounts as high 
as twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for one hundred dollars ($100.00) of insurance coverage.  

(d) The city engineer shall maintain the records of all appeal actions and report any 
variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request.  

(e) No variance may be issued within a regulatory floodway that will result in any increase 
in the 100-year flood levels. A variance may be issued for new construction, substantial 
improvements and other development necessary for the conduct of a "functionally 
dependent use" provided that there is good and sufficient cause for providing relief; and 
the variance does not cause a rise in the 100-year flood level within a regulatory 
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floodway. The structure and other development must be protected by methods that 
minimize flood damages.  

7.6. Penalties for violation. Violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any 
of its requirements, including violation of conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants 
of variance or special exceptions, shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this ordinance 
or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per day if proven done willfully and one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day 
if not, or imprisoned for not more than ten (10) days for each day of violation, or both, and in addition, 
shall pay all costs and reasonable legal fees involved in the case. Nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the City of Bristol from making such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any 
violation.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 

SECTION 8. CONTINUITY OF ORDINANCE PROVISIONS 

8.1. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance should be 
declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect; and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be severable.  

(Ord. of 8-12-08) 
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BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL MEETING    SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 

 

COUNCILMAN MARK DICKAU,  

CHAIR, ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS CHAPTER 14, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 

ARTICLE IV, MOVING VIOLATIONS, DIVISION 1, SECTION 14-76 – 14-88 

 

MOTION TO WAIVE READING 

 

In accordance with Section 41(f) of the Charter of the City of Bristol, I hereby MOVE that the 

reading of the proposed amendments to the Code of Ordinances to be introduced this date 

pertaining to Section 14-76 – 14-88 BE WAIVED. 

 

MOTION TO INTRODUCE 

 

In accordance with Section 41(f) of the Charter of the City of Bristol, the following amendments 

to the Code of Ordinances are hereby INTRODUCED. 

 

I hereby MOVE that the time and place of Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 5:30 p.m., in Meeting 

Room 1-1, City Hall, First Floor, 111 North Main Street, Bristol, Connecticut be set for the 

holding of a public hearing thereon by the Ordinance Committee, and that the City Clerk publish 

notice of said public hearing and the proposed amendments to the Code of Ordinances as 

required by City Charter. 

 

Underscored text is proposed to be added.  [Bracketed] text is proposed for deletion. 

 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE USE OF AUTOMATED RED LIGHT TRAFFIC 

ENFORCEMENT SAFETY DEVICES. 

 

ARTICLE IV. MOVING VIOLATIONS 

 

Division 1.  Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices. 

 

Sec. 14-76. Use of Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices. 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted in Public Act 116 of the 2023 session of the Connecticut 

General Assembly (the “Public Act”), the City of Bristol (the “City”) hereby authorizes 

the use of Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices at locations within 

school zones, pedestrian safety zones, and other places within the boundaries of Bristol, 

Connecticut, provided that the locations of such devices will be identified in a plan and as 

JenniferBroderick1
Typewritten text
475



 

 

 
    Created: 2025-07-02 09:39:41 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 4) 

 
Page 2 of 8 

approved by the Board of Police Commissioners and submitted to and approved by the 

Connecticut Department of Transportation. 

 

Sec. 14.77. Definitions. 

 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this ordinance, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning: 

 

Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device shall mean a device designed to 

detect and collect evidence of alleged traffic violations by recording images that capture 

the number plate, date, time, and location of a motor vehicle that [(A) exceeds the posted 

speed limit by ten or more miles per hour, or (B)] fails to stop such vehicle when facing a 

steady red signal on a traffic control signal.  Automated red light traffic control safety 

devices shall be used solely for identifying violations of this ordinance. 

 

Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device Operator shall mean a person 

who is trained and certified to operate an Automated Red Light Traffic Safety Device. 

 

Number Plate shall mean any sign or marker furnished by the Commissioner of Motor 

Vehicles on which is displayed the registration number assigned to a motor vehicle by the 

Commissioner. 

 

Owner shall mean any person holding title to a motor vehicle, or having the legal right to 

register the same. 

 

Pedestrian Safety Zone shall mean an area designated by the Office of State Traffic 

Administration or the Traffic Authority of the City pursuant to Connecticut General 

Statutes §14-307a. 

 

Personally Identifiable Information shall mean information created or maintained by the 

City or a Vendor that identifies an Owner and includes, but need not be limited to, the 

Owner’s address, telephone number, number plate, photograph, bank account 

information, credit card number, debit card number, or the date, time, location, or 

direction of travel on a highway. 

 

School Zone shall mean an area designated by the Office of the State Traffic 

Administration or the Traffic Authority of the City pursuant to Connecticut General 

Statutes §14-212b. 
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Traffic Authority, Traffic Control Sign, and Control Signal shall all have the same 

meanings as provided in Connecticut General Statutes §14-297. 

 

Vendor shall mean a person who provides services to the City under this ordinance; 

operates, maintains, leases, or licenses an Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement 

Safety Device; or is authorized to review and assemble the recorded images captured by 

an Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device and forward such recorded 

images to the City. 

 

Sec. 14.78. Vendors. 

 

The City may enter into agreements with Vendors for the design, installation, operation, 

or maintenance, or any combination thereof, of Automated Red Light Traffic 

Enforcement Safety Devices.  If a Vendor designs, installs, operates, or maintains an 

Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device, the Vendor’s fees may not be 

contingent on the number of citations issued or fines paid pursuant to this ordinance. 

 

Sec. 14-79. Operation and use of Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety 

Device. 

 

All Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices shall be operated by an 

Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device Operator, and shall be used 

solely for identifying violations of this ordinance. 

 

Sec. 14-80. Violation. 

 

(a) The Owner of a motor vehicle commits a violation of this ordinance if the person 

operating such motor vehicle: 

 

(i) Fails to stop such motor vehicle when facing a steady red signal on a 

Traffic Control Signal and such failure is detected by an Automated Red 

Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device. 

 

(b) For the first thirty (30) days after a location is equipped with an operational 

Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device, the Owner of a motor 

vehicle that allegedly violates this ordinance that is detected by such device shall 

receive a written warning instead of a citation. 
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Sec. 14-81. Penalty for Violation. 

 

(a)  Whenever an Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device detects and 

produces recorded images of a motor vehicle allegedly committing a violation of this 

ordinance, a sworn member or employee of the City’s Police Department shall review 

and approve the recorded images provided by such device.  If, after such review, the 

member or employee determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe that a 

violation occurred, the Vendor or such member or employee may issue by first class mail 

a citation to the Owner of such motor vehicle. 

 

(b)  A citation under this ordinance shall include the following: 

 

 (i) The name and address of the Owner of the motor vehicle; 

 

 (ii) The number plate of the motor vehicle; 

 

 (iii) The violation charges; 

 

(iv) The location of the Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety 

Device and the date and time of the violation. 

 

(v) A copy of or information on how to view, through electronic means, the 

recorded images that captured the alleged violation. 

 

(vi) A statement or electronically generated affirmation by the member or 

employee who viewed the recorded images and determined that a violation 

occurred. 

 

(vii) Verification that the Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety 

Device was operating correctly at the time of the alleged violation and the 

date of the most recent calibration check performed pursuant to the Public 

Act. 

 

(viii) The amount of the fine imposed and how to pay such fine; and 

 

(ix) The right to contest the violation and request a hearing pursuant to 

Connecticut General Statutes §7-152c. 

 

(c)  A member or employee of the Police Department shall apply to the Citation Clerk for 

a judgment assessing monetary penalties as set forth in Section 14-82 against the Owner. 
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(d)  In the case of an alleged violation involving a motor vehicle registered in 

Connecticut, the citation shall be sent by first class mail not later than thirty (30) days 

after the identity of the Owner is determined and shall be mailed to the address of the 

Owner that is in the records of the Department of Motor Vehicles.  In the case of an 

alleged violation involving a motor vehicle registered in another jurisdiction, the citation 

shall be sent by first class mail not later than thirty (30) days after the identity of the 

Owner is determined and shall be mailed to the address of the Owner that is in the 

records of the official in the other jurisdiction issuing such registration. 

 

(e)  A citation shall be invalid unless mailed to an Owner not later than sixty (60) days 

after the alleged violation. 

 

(f)  A manual or automated records of mailing prepared by the police department shall be 

prima facie evidence of mailing and shall be admissible in any hearing conducted 

pursuant to the Connecticut General Statutes as to the facts contained in the citation. 

 

Sec. 14-82. Fine for violation. 

 

(a)  The City shall impose a fine against the Owner of a motor vehicle that commits a 

violation of this ordinance. 

 

(b)  The fine for a first violation of this ordinance shall be fifty dollars ($50.00).  The fine 

for each subsequent violation of this ordinance shall be seventy-five dollars ($75.00).  

These fines shall be imposed against the Owner of the motor vehicle committing a 

violation of this ordinance. 

 

(c)  Payment of a fine and any associated fees may be made by electronic means. 

 

(d)  A reasonable fee, not to exceed fifteen dollars ($15.00), may be imposed for the costs 

associated with the electronic processing of the payment of a fine. 

 

(e)  Any funds received by the City from fines imposed pursuant to this ordinance shall 

be used for the purposes of improving transportation mobility, investing in transportation 

infrastructure improvements, or paying the costs associated with the use of Automated 

Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices within Bristol, Connecticut. 

 

Sec. 14-83. Appeal. 

 

(a) Any Owner issued a fine for violating the provisions of this ordinance may, within 

ten (10) days of the receipt of the fine, appeal in writing to the Citation Clerk in 

accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-152c. 
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(b) Citation hearings shall be conducted by citation hearing officers appointed by the 

City Council.  The City Council shall appoint one (1) more citation hearing officer, all of 

whom shall serve without pay, to conduct citation hearings in accordance with this 

subsection.  Said citation hearing officers shall not be police officers or work for the City 

of Bristol Police Department.  No person shall be appointed to the position of hearing 

officer unless such person is: 

 

 (a) At least eighteen (18) years of age, and 

 (b) In the opinion of the City Council, a person capable of fairly administering 

the applicable provisions of law based on such person’s background and experience, 

including, but not limited to, the person’s education, special skill and training. 

 

Any appointed hearing officer whose personal interests do or may give the appearance of 

conflict with the hearing officer’s official responsibilities herein enumerated shall remove 

themselves from presiding over any such hearing, and in such case the City Council shall 

appoint a substitute hearing officer for the hearing.  Any hearing officer may be removed 

at any time by the City Council for whatever reason the City Council deems sufficient. 

 

(c) If the cited person does not demand a hearing, judgment shall be entered against 

him/her without further notice and the cited person shall be deemed to have admitted 

liability. 

 

(d) The citation hearing shall be held not less than fifteen (15) days nor more than 

thirty (30) days from the date of the mailing of the notice wherein all testimony is to be 

given under oath or affirmation in a fair and appropriate forum.  The decision of the 

citation officer shall be rendered upon the end of the hearing. 

 

(e) If the determination is made that the person cited is not liable, the matter shall be 

dismissed. 

 

(f) If the determination is made that the person cited is liable for the citation, the 

citation officer shall assess fines, penalties, costs, and fees in accordance with Sec. 14-82.  

 

(g) If the cited person fails to appear at the requested citation hearing, the hearing 

officer may enter an assessment by default against him. 
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Sec. 14-84. Defenses. 

 

The defense available to the Owner of a motor vehicle that is alleged to have committed a 

violation of this ordinance shall include, but are not limited to, any one or more of the 

following: 

 

 (a)  The operator was driving an emergency vehicle in accordance with the 

applicable provisions of Connecticut General Statutes §14-283. 

 

 (b)  The Traffic Control Signal was inoperative, which is observed on the recorded 

images. 

 

 (c)  The violation was necessary for the operator to comply with an order or 

direction from a law enforcement officer, which is observable on the recorded images. 

 

 (d) The violation was necessary to allow the passage of an authorized emergency 

vehicle, which is observable on the recorded images. 

 

 (e)  The violation took place during a period of time in which the motor vehicle 

had been reported as being stolen to a law enforcement unit, as defined in Connecticut 

General Statutes §7-294a, and had not yet been recovered prior to the time of the 

violation. 

 

 (f)  The Automated Red Light Traffic Enforcement Safety Device was not in 

compliance with the calibration check required pursuant to the applicable provisions of 

the Public Act. 

 

Sec. 14-85. Disclosure of personally identifiable information. 

 

(a)  No Personally Identifiable Information shall be disclosed by the City or its Vendor to 

any person or entity, including to any law enforcement unit, except where the disclosure 

is made in connection with the charging, collection, and enforcement of the fines 

imposed pursuant to this ordinance. 

 

(b)  No Personally Identifiable Information shall be stored or retained by the City or its 

Vendor unless such information is necessary for the charging, collection, and 

enforcement of the fines imposed pursuant to this ordinance. 

 

(c)  The City or its Vendor shall destroy all Personally identifiable Information and other 

data that specifically identifies a motor vehicle and relates to a violation of this ordinance 
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not later than thirty (30) days after any fine is collected or the resolution of a hearing 

conducted for the alleged commission of such violation, whichever is later. 

 

d)  Any information and other data gathered from Automated Red Light Traffic 

Enforcement Safety Devices shall be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of 

Information Act, as defined in Connecticut General Statutes §1-200, except that no 

Personally Identifiable Information may be disclosed. 

 

Sec. 14-86. The Public Act. 

 

To the extent of applicability, the provisions in the Public Act that are necessary to 

further and/or effectuate this ordinance are hereby incorporated and adopted into, herein. 

 

Sec. 14-87. Severability. 

 

If any subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 

invalid or unconstitutional by any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

Sec. 14-88. Repealer. 

 

All ordinances, bylaws, orders, resolutions, or part thereof, inconsistent herewith are 

hereby repealed to the extent only of such inconsistency.  This repealer shall not be 

construed to revive any ordinances bylaws, orders, resolutions, or parts thereof, 

heretofore repealed. 
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