
Ordinance Committee 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 

Bushor Conference Room, City Hall 
or Remote via Zoom. Burlington, Vermont 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
 

Members Present: Councilor Bergman (Chair), Councilor Barlow, Councilor Carpenter (on-
line) 

Staff Present: Kim Sturtevant (Assistant City Attorney), Megan Moir (Water Resources 
Director), Jon Young (BPD Deputy Chief) 

Public Present: Sharon Bushor, WPTZ 

Meeting called to order at 4:33 PM. 

1. Adopt the Agenda 

1.1 Adopt the Agenda 

Motion to Adopt Agenda. 
Motion by Councilor Barlow, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. 
Final Resolution: Motion Passes 
Yes: Unanimous 
 
2. Adopt Draft Minutes 

2.1 Adopt Draft Minutes from June 18, 2026 

Adopted with the minutes below. 
 
2.2 Adopt Draft Minutes from June 9, 2026 
 
Motion to Adopt the Draft Minutes from June 9 and June 18 with an amendment to the minutes 
of June 9 to properly reflect the date of the meeting on June 9. 
Motion by Councilor Barlow, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. 
Final Resolution: Motion Passes 
Yes: Unanimous 
 
3. Public Forum  

Members of the public are going to speak during the relevant agenda items. 

4. Ordinance Chapter 26 Industrial Pollution Prevention Program Discussion 

Attorney Sturtevant shared the most recent IPPP draft and walked the Committee through the 
changes made since the previous meeting. 



 

Councilor Bergman asked to change the draft ordinance to say that any municipal officer 
authorized to issue municipal tickets shall be able to issue tickets for violations of the ordinance, 
not just the director of public works. 

Motion to refer the draft ordinance back to the full City Council for a second reading with a 
recommendation for adoption. 
Motion by Councilor Barlow, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. 
Final Resolution: Motion Passes 
Yes: Unanimous 
 
5. Motorized Bicycle Ordinance Discussion 

Councilor Barlow said that E-Moto may be a term of art and most people may not understand the 
difference between an e-bike and an e-moto.  He said the new signs put along the bike path do a 
good job of explaining the difference.  He is curious about pursuing enforcement and thinks that 
would get the situation in hand. 

Councilor Carpenter asked what ordinances could be or should be changed to pursue 
enforcement and education. 

Sharon Bushor: I am still concerned about a safe separation of pedestrians and cyclists.  I am 
concerned for pedestrians when cyclists are on sidewalks.  There are very few paths or sidewalks 
in the City that can accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists safely together.  We shouldn’t 
wait until someone dies to act and start enforcing the laws and rules that we already have.  We 
shouldn’t live in an enforcement state, but people need to be educated about the rules and 
enforcement must happen if the issue continues. 

Councilor Bergman said that the Committee is waiting for documents from DPW and Parks on 
this issue. 

Deputy Chief (DC) Young said that he has seen reckless behavior by individuals on e-bikes and 
e-motos around the downtown area.  He said that about 100% of people that BPD sees doing this 
behavior do not stop for an officer. 

Councilor Barlow asked if BPD recognized a bike or knew who the owner was, would they go to 
the person’s house to talk to the parent or something similar? 

DC Young said that they could but it comes down to practicality.  He said if someone committed 
a crime and fled on an e-bike they would pursue it.  He said that BPD did an educational 
program years ago with bicycles riding on city streets to educate riders on traffic rules and proper 
safety and visibility.  He said they didn’t give out tickets but did stop people to inform them. 

Councilor Carpenter asked if BPD could ticket e-moto users that can exceed the State maximum 
of 30 MPH and are thus motorcycles and need to be registered and have a proper license to 
operate. 



Councilor Bergman said that he would like further meetings about this issue and that BPD and 
Parks should post more signs educating people on this issue.  He said that, if practicable, non-
sworn officers should engage in more educational outreach. 

Councilor Barlow said the City should engage with other municipalities, particularly South 
Burlington, and see how they have handled this issue and whether it has worked. 

Councilor Carpenter said the City should also ask the Vermont DMV about e-motos and/or ask 
for them to help address the unregistered, unlicensed e-moto issue. 

Motion to have BPD, DPW, and Parks continue to post signs and educate riders, to deploy non-
sworn officers for enforcement, to have the City Attorney’s Office reach out to the Burlington 
School District to disseminate education information, to have the City Attorney’s Office reach 
out to the City of South Burlington about how they have addressed the issue, and to have the City 
Attorney’s Office reach out to the Vermont DMV about this issue. 
Motion by Councilor Barlow, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. 
Final Resolution: Motion Passes 
Yes: Unanimous 
 
6. Any Other Committee Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 20th. 

7. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Councilor Bergman, without objection. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM. 


