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Attendees:      Vice-Chair Jeff Lewis, Kevin Porter, Alternate Jim Owers, Rick Chormann, 
Mark Coen, Councilor Michele Horne, Katherine Healy Tracey Lesser and 
Alternate Member Bruce Currie 

 
Absent:  Chair Kristine Tardiff 
 
Staff:   Kearsten O’Brien, Senior Planner 
  Krista Tremblay, Administrative Technician III 
     
Public:  Ron Klemarczyk, contracted City Forester  
 Stacy Brown 
 Jane Landry (78 Currier Rd, Concord) 
 Jeff Litchfield (9 Columbus  Ave, Concord) 

Matt Brodeur (Canterbury) 
James Jastrzebski (91 Reserve Place, Concord) 
Linden Rayton (173 Penacook Rd, Contoocook) 
Sam Evans-Brown (30 Long Pond Rd, Concord) 
Tom Lambert (3 Mooreland Ave, Concord) 
Telus Marek Tomasz (324 Dolly Rd, Hopkinton) 
Andy Gould 
Jim Graham (1 Terrace Rd, Concord) 
David Degler (9 Otter Dr, Concord) 
Steve Conway (11 Fernwood Pl, Bow) 
Mark Dube (42 Quimby Rd, Bow) 
Susan Wood (11 Dwinell Dr, Concord) 
Mark Meganello (5 Wildemere Ter, Concord) 
Erin Waters (22 Harvard St, Concord) 

  
  

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Lewis at 7:01 p.m.  
 

2. Consent Agenda: 
a. Minutes – Approve meeting minutes from meeting on August 12, 2026 

Alternate Member Owers moved, Member Coen seconded, to approve the August 12, 2026 as 
written. All in favor. The motion passed. Vice-Chair Jeff Lewis noted he was not at the 
meeting.  
 

b. Forestry Report 
Mr. Klemarczyk presented the Commission with his Monthly Forestry Report. 
 

c. Local River Advisory Committees 
There was nothing to report on this agenda item.  
 

d. New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

https://www.concordnh.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/9613
https://www.concordnh.gov/DocumentCenter/View/26662/August-Report-2026
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Ms. O’Brien noted there was an email sent to the commission and there was no action needed.  
 

3. Public Hearing regarding the discontinuance of a portion of the West End Farm Trail located at 74 Currier 
Rd. 

 
Vice Chair Lewis stated the Public Hearing regarding the discussion and the recommendation made by 
the Trails Subcommittee regarding the West End Farm Trail. Vice Chair Lewis briefly reviewed the 
Conservation Commission’s role is to gather and consider relevant information regarding the request to 
discontinue the WEFT portion of the trail at 74 Currier Rd and then come to a decision at a future 
meeting. The Marro’s have requested to continue the public hearing to October 14th as they were unable 
to attend this evenings meeting. The Commission will open tonight’s public hearing for those who were 
able to attend to receive the public testimony and then the commission will make a motion after the public 
hearing to continue the public hearing to a date certain of October 14th. At the July 8 meeting, the Trails 
Subcommittee completed the information-gathering portion of its review. As part of that process, the 
Subcommittee received information regarding the proposed discontinuance and had an opportunity to ask 
questions and discuss the matter. At the August 12th Trails Subcommittee meeting the Subcommittee 
deliberated on a recommendation to make to the Conservation Commission. The recommendation from 
the Trails Subcommittee is linked to the Conservation Commission agenda for this evenings meeting.  
The purpose of the agenda item is to conduct a public hearing to receive public testimony regarding the 
request to discontinue the portion of the WEFT located at 74 Currier road. The Conservation Commission 
will consider the testimony and information received, together with the adopted Criteria for 
Discontinuance of a Trail, before taking any final action on the request. Vice Chair Lewis emphasized 
that the Commission is not making the final decision regarding discontinuance of the West End 
Farm Trail until a future meeting.  
With that procedural overview,  
 
Vice Chair Lewis opened the public hearing at 7:09 pm 
 
Stacey Brown, Councilor for Ward 5 representing her constituent stated this has been an issue since June 
of 2023. Ms. Brown explained the issues with what the abutters are experiencing along the trail and 
parking lot. Ms. Brown suggested mitigation of a fence for the parking lot and for the Commission to 
work with abutters.  
 
Jason Massa is a property owner and member of the Conservation Commission Trails Subcommittee. Mr. 
Massa noted the process was stumbled over. However, does not know if the people making the request 
are without fault. Mr. Massa does not feel the tax payers should pay for a fence and would like to consider 
the rest of the people in the city. 
 
Jane Landry shares a driveway with the Marro’s. She is concerned about her neighbor. She stated he 
plows snow into the parking lot and plays loud music directed at the trail. She is concerned about the 
shooting. She does not feel they are a good neighbor. She feels he has caused a lot of problems for 
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himself. Ms. Landry wants to keep the parking lot and trail open.  
 
Jeff Litchfield stated on May 17th he was at the trail with his wife and friends at 9 a.m. in the parking lot. 
Mr. Litchfield stated the moment they stepped onto the trail shooting started on the abutting property. Mr. 
Litchfield noted once they stepped off the property line the shooting stopped. Mr. Litchfield feels the 
abutting neighbor is trying to intimidate people to prevent them from using the trail. Mr. Litchfield also 
noted the abutters dogs were unleashed and go off of the abutter’s property into the trail. Mr. Litchfield 
noted a fence could make a good neighbor.  
 
Matt Bowser with the New England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA) testified stating there are 36 
residents in the group. Mr. Bowser stated he cannot attest to city and land owner. However, commends 
they city for providing open space. The connectivity link are key to giving continuity to the trail systems. 
Mr. Bowser can attest to the section by the parking lot where there are mannequin and signs. Mr. Bowser 
feels this is important to maintain.  
 
James Jastrzebski of Reserve Place stated there is an easement that runs along and behind his property. 
Mr. Jastrzebski stated if there was no parking lot people will park on Currier Rd and off-street parking 
would be a hazard. Mr. Jastrzebski is in favor of the parking lot.  
 
Linden Rayton of Hopkinton testified in regards her experience along the Currier Rd section of the 
WEFT. Ms. Rayton owns a business that brings people onto trails and educates them on what they find on 
the trails. Ms. Rayton stated Last year she gathered with ten of her friends. They arranged carpooling at 
the start point and end point. They were all wearing blaze orange as it was hunting season.  Four of her 
friends were already at the parking lot. The parking lot was empty and the surrounding woods were quiet. 
They gathered in a large group, and did some introductions, etc. While the group was talking, several gun 
shots went off, clearly from very nearby. Ms. Rayton stated they all jumped a little bit but then shrugged 
and kept talking because it is hunting season.  
  
Ms. Rayton stated they started down the trail and in the approximately 8 minutes it took them to cover the 
first 100 yds, the landowner next to the trail fired roughly 30 rounds. She stated it was nearly constant. 
She stated they got to the point where the trail comes extremely close the end of the firing range, and 
there were many signs there warning you not to step in the wrong direction or you will be downrange. 
Ms. Rayton stated it was hard to tell from the sign placement whether continuing down the blazed trail 
would indeed put them downrange, or whether those signs referred to a different direction. She stated they 
paused for about 20 seconds, in which it felt like 8 more rounds were shot. It became constant. Once they 
were 20 feet past that point they came across a disembodied mannequin head on a pole, planted in the 
ground and all shooting had stopped.  Ms. Rayton felt this incident was harassing and went to Concord 
Police department and made police report.  
 
Sam Evans-Brown stated he uses all of the trails and lives in Concord because of the trails. The city has 
great recreational resources. Mr. Evans-Brown can attest to the gun shots and being chased by dogs that 
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are not on a leash.  
 
Tom Lambert stated he moved back to Concord because his former community did not have the same 
amount of trails. Mr. Lambert is in support of the parking lot and trails.   
 
Telus Marek Tomasz of Hopkinton, stated he enjoys this trail and wants nothing to happen to this section. 
There is a value to the trail system and losing a parking lot or section of trail would be a shame. Mr. 
Tomasz had situations in past with the abutter’s dogs attacking. Mr. Tomasz has heard from people in 
Hopkinton about the parking lot and hearing gun shots from the abutting property.   
 
Andy Gould stated he is a member of the Trails Subcommittee and stated that there are many trails next to 
other people’s property. Mr. Gould felt the trails are important and there is no reason why this abutter 
should be treated any different.  
 
Jim Graham stated he is on the trails daily. Mr. Graham stated the reason they moved to Concord is 
access to trails and the outdoors. There are trails near other people houses. Mr. Graham stated he read 
meeting minutes from previous meetings and noted concern about litter being discussed. Mr. Graham 
stated on Saturday he went to three trail heads and collected trash. Mr. Graham presented three bags of 
trash collected. Mr. Graham presented (2) gallon ziplock bags with trash from two other City owned 
properties and then presented a sandwich bag with one piece of trash and a child’s sock. Mr. Graham 
noted there are issues with gun shots being heard from the trail and dogs attacking. Mr. Graham would 
like the trail to remain open and would support a fence being erected. 
 
David Degler stated he also abuts a trail that has an easement for the sewer line on his property for city. 
He stated people use the trail all of the time. Mr. Degler is not crazy about the Commission using tax 
dollars to erect a fence for an abutter. Mr. Degler stated he loves the trail and that there is a trail system. 
Mr. Degler has noticed minimal trash in the parking lot. Mr. Degler has been to the Currier Rd parking lot 
and has heard gun fire. He stated the abutters dogs have come from their property onto the trail being 
aggressive. He stated there is no effort to control dogs.  
 
Steve Conway with the Bow Pioneers stated he has been with the snowmobile club for 15 years. Mr. 
Conway stated this started 2 years ago with phone calls and texts about the dogs from the Marro’s. Mr. 
Conway stated the snowmobile club made efforts to slow snowmobile riders down by installing signs. He 
stated that this year there was an issue with closing the gate. He stated it is a safety concern especially at 
night. Mr. Conway said there were trees cut down across trail.  
 
Mark Dube is with the Bow Pioneers. Mr. Dube noted this winter they had a rough going along the trail. 
There were large trees that were knocked down from the abutting property across the trail. Mr. Dube 
noted people are afraid and it is an unsafe situation. Mr. Dube noted after they cleared the trees that did 
not stop from closing a gate with lock and cut lock. There are piles snow against trails. Mr. Dube noted 
they had many people help to maintain the snow mobile trail. Mr. Dube noted he has been with the 
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snowmobile club before there was a parking lot and noted prior to the parking lot being installed people 
were parking on the road and it was unsafe. The city helped reroute the trail. Mr. Dube noted they need 
this trail as it has been there for decades and an important part of the snow mobile trail system that can go 
from Bow NH to Pittsburg NH. Mr. Dube noted the snow mobile club has done a lot of work on the trail 
and want to keep it open.  
 
Susan Woods uses trails for walking her dogs. Ms. Wood stated the harassing behavior of the abutter is 
well known. Ms. Wood noted the last time she hiked on that trail she was scared and embarrassed for 
Concord. She and a friend witnessed the abutters dogs on the trail unleashed, along with hearing gun fire 
and noticing cameras in the trees facing the trail. It would be a shame to award this behavior. Ms. Wood 
noted a fence will not stop the dogs or gun fire.  
 
Mark Meganello stated the interconnectivity of the trails and Concord’s trail system is so important and 
the reason why they live here.  
 
Erin Waters stated the Currier Rd portion of the WEFT is not a welcoming place and public land. Ms. 
Walters noted this is very disappointing.  

 
Motion was made by Member Porter to continue the public hearing to a date certain of October 14, 
2026. Seconded by Member Coen. Motion passed 6-1 (Member Owers opposed). 

        
4. New Business 

None 
 

5. Reports 
a. Trails Subcommittee – Jeff Lewis 

Vice-Chair Lewis noted the subcommittee discussed mountain bike notations on trail maps. 
There was discussion on the Marsh Loop Trail as Dan Williams considered that the marsh 
loop would be obsolete with addition of Ghost Pipe this was discussed with the Conservation 
Commission prior and passed along to the Trails Subcommittee for review and 
recommendation. The subcommittee discussed the discontinuance and made a motion to 
recommend not to discontinue the trail after reading the criteria and it is well used for hikes. 
 

b. Tree Subcommittee update – Rick Chormann 
Member Chormann stated noted in the minutes there is a mention of October 25th there is an 
event for Ethan Tapper at Gibson’s Bookstore.  
 
Member Chormann noted the graduate student intern put together a story map about the 
Concord trees and the research and presentation with the city canopy by ward through GIS. 
They are still in review and will be sent out to the commission once it is finalized. 
 

https://www.concordnh.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/9619
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c. City Open Space and Easements 
There was nothing discussed on this agenda item.  
 

d. City Council/Planning Board 
Councilor Horne stated City Council reviewed the presentation from Danielle, the graduate 
student, and it was cool to look at it from an energy stand point. Councilor Horne stated 
people have the ability to in an area to see where more trees might be needed.  
 

6. Old Business 
a. Progress Report (Richards Forest Trail, West End Farm Trail, northerly bypass, 16-foot easement trail 

follow-up discussion) Status of each, any outstanding items remaining to be done for the ones that are 
completed, permit status, installation of signage, etc. 
 
Ms. O’Brien noted the northly bypass will come off the agenda next month as that has been 
completed.   
 

b. Joint meetings with surrounding Conservation Commissions 
 
Ms. O’Brien stated Bow has contacted her regarding discussing a regional meeting and asked the 
Commission how they would like to proceed.  
 
Vice-Chair Lewis noted there are still other towns to visit and they will need to have further 
discussion on how to proceed.  
 
Ms. O’Brien stated Chair Tardiff and herself will be attending the Canterbury Conservation 
Commission tomorrow at 7 p.m. at 7 Center Rd.  
 

7. Staff updates on items  
 
Ms. O’Brien stated next month the agenda has three conditional use permits for review next month. These 
are not public hearing they are for the Commission to make a recommendation to the Planning Board. 
 
Ms. O’Brien noted on September 19th the City will be holding a Master Plan visioning session at 9 a.m. 
located at the Capital Center for the Arts.  

 
Ms. O’Brien stated the Planning Board is looking for one regular member and one alternate member for 
the Master Plan Advisory Committee. The Commissions will have to have recommendations by October 
14th. Ms. O’Brien stated the commission can wait to decide until the next meeting. 
 
Vice-Chair Lewis noted the Chair Tardiff is not present at this meeting and suggested to decide next 
month.  
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The Commission agreed. 
 

8. Non-Public RSA 91-A:3 II (d) 
On a motion made by Alternate Member Owers, seconded by Member Chormann, the Conservation 
Commission voted to enter the non-public session at 8:37 p.m. by roll call vote 8 in favor (Chormann, 
Coen, Currie, Healy, Lesser, Lewis, Owers and Porter) 0 opposed. All in favor. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Alternate Member Jim Owers left the non-public session at 8:55 p.m. 
 
On a motion made by Member Porter, seconded by Member Lesser, the Conservation Commission 
voted to exit the non-public session at 9:11 p.m. by roll call vote 7 in favor (Chormann, Coen, Currie, 
Healy, Lesser, Lewis, and Porter) to 0 opposed. All in favor. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
On a motion made by Member Lesser, seconded by Member Chormann, the Conservation 
Commission made a motion at 9:11 p.m. to seal the non-public meeting minutes due to render the 
proposed action ineffective by roll call vote 7 in favor (Chormann, Coen, Currie, Healy, Lesser, 
Lewis, and Porter) to 0 opposed. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

9. Adjourn 
 

Adjournment 
Member Lesser moved, seconded by Member Chormann, to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m. All in favor. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Krista Tremblay 
Krista Tremblay 
Administrative Technician III 
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