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Medford City Council 

Medford, Massachusetts 
  

The Sixteenth Regular Meeting, September 29, 2026 
 
This meeting took place in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Medford City Hall, 85 George 
P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. To submit written comments, please email 
REliseo@medford-ma.gov. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
President Zac Bears called the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the Medford City Council to order 
in the Council Chambers and via Zoom. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Present: President Bears; Vice President Lazzaro; Councilor Callahan; Councilor Leming; 
Councilor Mullane; Councilor Scarpelli; Councilor Tseng. Seven members were present and no 
members were absent. Inside the Rail: Assistant City Clerk Richard Eliseo Jr. 
 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS, and RECORDS 
 

26-168 - Resolution to Invite Residents to Ward 5 Neighborhood Meeting on October 20th 
Offered by Isaac Bears, Council President, Liz Mullane, City Councilor, Anna Callahan, City 
Councilor, Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that we invite the residents of Ward 5 to attend the 
Ward 5 Neighborhood Meeting on October 20th at 7PM at the Missituk Elementary School. This 
meeting will be hosted by Councilor Callahan and Councilor Tseng, and residents are welcome 
to attend and discuss improvements they would like to see in their neighborhood.  
 
For more information and for a Zoom link when it is available, please visit the City of Medford 
Events Calendar. 
 
Motion to approve by Councilor Tseng, seconded by Councilor Callahan. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to take paper 26-173 under suspension, seconded by Councilor 
Tseng. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
26-173 – Condolences to the Medford Police Department on the passing of K-9 Seamus 
Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
Be it resolved by the Medford City Council that we send our deepest condolences to the 
Medford Police Department, Lieutenant Harold McGilvery and the McGilvery family on the 
passing of the beloved K-9 dog Seamus. 
 
Motion to approve by Councilor Scarpelli, seconded by Councilor Tseng. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
26-171 - Resolution to Invite Residents to the Medford Fire Department's Fire Prevention 
Day Saturday, October 10 

https://www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar/event-details/~occur-id/25737
https://www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar/event-details/~occur-id/25737
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Offered by Isaac Bears, Council President 
 
Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that we invite the residents to attend the Medford 
Fire Department's Fire Prevention Day on Saturday, October 10 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at 
Medford City Hall. 
 
Motion to approve by Councilor Callahan, seconded by Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

Records 
 
The Records of the Meeting of September, 2026 were passed to Councilor Scarpelli, who found 
them to be in order. 
 
Motion to approve by Councilor Scarpelli, seconded by Councilor Tseng. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

Reports of Committees 
 
24-354 and 26-024 - Resident Services and Public Engagement Committee, September 16, 
2026, Report 
 
Motion to approve by Councilor Mullane, seconded by Councilor Scarpelli. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

REFER TO COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 
 
26-033 - Zoning Ordinance Updates - Zoning Consultant RFP (to be referred to Committee 
of the Whole) 
Offered by Isaac Bears, Council President and Matt Leming, City Councilor 
 
Motion by Councilor Leming to refer the matter to the Committee of the Whole September 30th 
meeting, seconded by Councilor Callahan. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero 
opposed. 
 
 
26-169 - Resolution to Improve the City Website (to be referred to the Resident Services 
and Public Engagement Committee) 
Offered by Liz Mullane, City Councilor, Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
WHEREAS, medfordma.org is the primary digital interface between City government and 
Medford’s residents, businesses, and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, a review of the site reveals outdated content, navigation mismatching residents’ 
needs, limited language access, and a gap in online services compared to peers; now, 
therefore: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council refers this matter to the Committee on Resident 
Services and Public Engagement, which shall solicit public input on website improvements, 
invite the Communications Office and IT Department to present on current capabilities and 
constraints, and report back with recommendations. 
 
Motion by Councilor Mullane to refer the matter to the Resident Services and Public 
Engagement Committee, seconded by Councilor Tseng. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven 
in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to suspend the rules and take paper 26-162, 26-163, 26-164, and 
26-167 out of order, seconded by Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in 
favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

MOTIONS, ORDERS and RESOLUTIONS 
 
26-162 - Resolution to Support Workers on Strike at Encore 
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Offered by Isaac Bears, Council President, George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
Whereas, Encore Casino and Resort Workers are ambassadors for the Greater Boston area’s 
travelers and tourists; and 
 
Whereas, the over 1400 members of UNITE HERE Local 26 and Teamsters Local 25 who do 
the work at the casino reflect the strength and diversity of the City of Medford and our region; 
and 
 
Whereas, UNITE HERE Local 26 and Teamsters Local 25 workers believe one job should be 
enough to live in the city they work in, raise a family and retire with dignity; and 
 
Whereas, after months of negotiations, UNITE HERE Local 26 and Teamsters Local 25 have 
gone on strike indefinitely at the Encore Boston Harbor; now, therefore: 
 
Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that we go on record expressing support for the 
Strike of UNITE HERE Local 26 and Teamsters Local 25 workers, honor the strike by not 
eating, meeting, or sleeping at Encore Casino while a labor dispute is in effect, and to join all 
picket lines and encourage all city employees to do the same. 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably 
engrossed copy of this resolution to the General Manager of Encore Boston Harbor. 
 
Addressing the Council: 
James Atkins, Chief Steward for Encore 
Germane Scobar-Shapiro 
 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to approve and have the City Clerk forward a copy of the 
resolution to the General Manager of Encore Boston Harbor, seconded by Councilor Mullane. 
Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
 

26-163 
Medford Call For Election November 3, 2026 

Offered by Election Commission 
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Addressing the Council: 
James Blatchford, Director of Elections 
Zoe Dukach 
Julia Hendricks 
Micah Kesselman 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to approve, seconded by Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 

26-164 
Medford Election Warrant November 3, 2026 

Offered by Election Commission 
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Motion by Councilor Tseng to approve, seconded by Councilor Callahan. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

26-167 
Capital and General Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 
(Road Resurfacing, Hormel Stadium, and Medford Connects) 

Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
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Addressing the Council: 
Owen Wartella, City Engineer 
MaryAnn O’Connor, Director of the Health and Human Services Department 
Catherine Dhingra, Assistant Director of the Health and Human Services Department 
Kevin Bailey, Director of Recreation 
Micah Kesselman 
 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to approve, seconded by Councilor Tseng. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
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HEARINGS 
 

26-158 
Petition for Grant of Location - National Grid/Verizon - North Street/Walkling Court 
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Addressing the Council: 
Representative from National Grid 
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Motion by Councilor Tseng to approve subject to the City Engineer’s Conditions, seconded by 
Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Councilor 
Scarpelli absent). 
 
 

25-136 
Public Hearing - Proposed Amendments to the Medford Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 94 

(Inclusionary Housing Fractional Payment) 
Submitted by City Council 

 
25-136 

CITY OF MEDFORD 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

A Public Hearing will be held by the Medford City Council in the Howard F. Alden Memorial 
Auditorium, City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA, and via Zoom, on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. relative to a proposed amendment to the City of Medford 
Zoning Ordinance amending Section 94-8.1 (Inclusionary Housing) to include a new provision to 
allow for fractional payments. 

A link to this hearing and an agenda containing the text of the proposed amendment will be 
posted to the City’s calendar at www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar no later than 
Friday September 25, 2026. For additional information, contact the Office of the City Clerk 
at 781-393-2425. 
 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend/participate in this hearing, please 
contact the ADA Coordinator: Frances N. Nwajei at 781-393-2439 or via email at 
fnwajei@medford-ma.gov. Please note that while the City will make every effort to fulfill the 
request, some requests may not be fulfilled due to the hiring and availability of outside 
contractors. 

 

By order of the Medford City Council. 

 

s/Laurel Siegel 
City Clerk 
 

https://www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar
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Addressing the Council: 
Danielle Evans, Senior Planner 
Marie Izzo 
Jeremy Martin 
 
Motion by Councilor Leming to approve, seconded by Councilor Callahan. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
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MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 

26-142B - City Council Response to Paper 26-142 (Law Department Appropriations) 
Offered by City Council 

 
Addressing the Council: 
Nina Nazarian, Chief of Staff 
 
Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to have a C Paper requesting Fire Chief Evans appear before the 
Council at their October 13th meeting to answer questions, as amended by Councilor Callahan 
to request an answer from the Mayor regarding whether if the full year of the City Solicitor’s 
salary were to be funded by the Council, would the Mayor post that Job and hire a Solicitor or 
would she use those funds for other outside counsel. Motion seconded by Councilor Callahan. 
Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
Motion by Councilor Tseng to table the matter until the Council’s October 13th meeting, 
seconded by Councilor Scarpelli. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
Motion by Councilor Tseng to suspend the rules and take paper 26-142 out of order, seconded 
by Councilor Scarpelli. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

26-142 
Supplemental Appropriation for the Fiscal Year 2027 

Submitted by Mayor Breanna-Lungo Koehn 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Nina Nazarian, Chief of Staff 
Zoe Dukach 
Micah Kesselman 
 
Motion by Councilor Tseng to cut the Supplemental Appropriation by $340,060 and fund 
$42,507.63 to the Law Budget, seconded by Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll Call vote of 
Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
26-170 - Resolution to Object to the Mayor's Politically Motivated Refusal to Advertise 
Council Neighborhood Ward Meetings 
Offered by Liz Mullane, City Councilor, Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
WHEREAS, the Medford City Council has launched public Neighborhood Meetings in every 
ward as official Council events to bring City Hall directly to the people, with an open agenda so 
residents, not elected officials, can drive the conversation; and 
  
WHEREAS, after the Council asked the City Administration to help publicize these meetings 
and was informed that the City lacked the staffing and resources to assist, residents across the 
political spectrum volunteered their own time to spread the word, create materials, offer 
childcare, and encourage their neighbors to participate; and 
 
WHEREAS, before the first Neighborhood Meeting had even taken place, the Mayor relied on 
unsupported claims about outside political involvement to refuse City publicity for these official 
Council meetings, suggest potential ethical impropriety by Councilors, and subsequently remove 
the meeting listings from the City website; and 
 
WHEREAS, the first Neighborhood Meeting in Ward 1 demonstrated exactly why these forums 
matter, with residents engaging in a cordial and substantive discussion about pedestrian safety, 
noise, public services, and concrete improvements they want to see in their neighborhoods; 
now, therefore: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Medford City Council that we affirm that our Neighborhood Meetings 
are official, nonpartisan public meetings open to every resident and call upon the Mayor to 
immediately restore all Neighborhood Meeting listings to the City website and calendar; and 



23 
 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council rejects the use of unfounded allegations, 
insinuations of ethical impropriety, or inaccurate information as a basis for withholding ordinary 
City communications support from lawful public meetings intended to foster dialogue and 
improve City services, and affirms that taxpayer-funded communications channels should not be 
used in a manner that creates barriers between residents and their elected representatives or 
undermines transparency in City government; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will continue bringing government directly 
into Medford’s neighborhoods and invites the Mayor, City staff, and department heads to attend 
the remaining Neighborhood Meetings, answer residents’ questions, and hear firsthand what the 
people of Medford have to say. 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Nick Giurleo 
Ann Haggerty 
Micah Kesslman 
Zoe Dukach 
 
Motion by Councilor Tseng to approve, seconded by Councilor Mullane. Approved on a Roll 
Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
26-172 - Order to Place Adoption of M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 6C Before Voters in 
November 2027 (Regarding Liability on Private Ways) 
Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
Whereas, in Gallagher v. City of Medford, a resident brought suit against the City after suffering 
injuries caused by a defect on a private way; and, 
 
Whereas, the City sought summary judgment, arguing it had no maintenance obligation over 
private ways; and, 
 
Whereas, the Appellate Division of the District Court Department found that the City's informal 
maintenance on that private way — performed without the City having adopted M.G.L. c. 40 
§6C — estopped the City from denying that way's public status under G.L. c. 84, §25; and,  
 
Whereas, the Court stated directly: "It is undeniable that a city or town which has accepted G.L. 
c.40 §6C may remove snow and ice from a private way without risk that such services will 
constitute repairs cognizable under G.L. c.84, §25;" and, 
 
Whereas, following the *Gallagher* ruling, the City has not acted to adopt G.L. c. 40 §6C; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Medford continues to perform informal maintenance, sweeping, and snow 
and ice removal on all private ways; and 
 
Whereas, Section 6C's liability carve-out only protects the City if the City has actually accepted 
it; and 
 
Whereas, 39% of Medford roadways are designated private ways; and 
 
Whereas, since 2020, the City has appropriated $0.00 for private way repairs; and 
 
Whereas, no maintenance or upkeep services are provided but for the informal services outlined 
in Gallagher; and 
 
Whereas, without acceptance, the City is unnecessarily exposing itself to full public-way tort 
liability; and 
 
Whereas, acceptance of the measure requires a ballot question at the next regular City election; 
now, therefore: 
 
By the Medford City Council that we hereby vote, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 40, Section 6D, to submit for acceptance to the registered voters of the City, at the next 
regular City election, the question of whether the City shall accept the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 6C. 
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Motion by Councilor Scarpelli to refer the matter to the Public Works and Facilities Committee, 
seconded by Councilor Callahan. Approved on a Roll Call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

26-133 
Capital and General Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 

(Request 2 - Police Chief Search) 
Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 

 
Motion by Councilor Tseng to table the matter, seconded by Councilor Callahan.  
Adjournment Approved on a Roll Call vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed, One absent (Councilor 
Scarpelli).  

 
 

26-166 
Request for Food Truck, Trolley Dogs a 

Brooks Elementary School Fall Fest October 4, 2026 
Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
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Motion by Councilor Tseng to approve, seconded by Councilor Leming. Approved on a Roll Call 
vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 

 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Micah Kesselman 
Angelo Murphy 
Zoe Dukach 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

26-003 Appointment of a City Messenger for 2026 and 2027 

IN CITY COUNCIL JANUARY 6, 2026 

TABLED  

26-063 Resolution to Update the Ordinance Establishing the 
Medford Commission for Persons with Disabilities 

IN CITY COUNCIL JULY 14, 2026 APPROVED FOR FIRST 
READING 

ADVERTISED JULY 30, 2026 MEDFORD TRANSCRIPT & 
SOMERVILLE JOURNAL 

IN CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 4, 2026 ELIGIBLE FOR THIRD 
READING 

Reports Due/Deadlines 

16-574 University Accountability Report (Next Report Due in 
November 2026) 

22-026 Quarterly Presentation on City’s Financial Health by Chief 
Financial Officer/Auditor 

22-027 Monthly Copy of Warrant Articles from Chief Financial 
Officer/Auditor 

 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Councilor Callahan, seconded by Vice President Lazarro. Approved 
on a Roll Call vote of Five in favor, One Opposed (President Bears), One absent (Councilor 
Mullane). 
 
President Bears adjourned the meeting. 
 
A true copy, Attest. 
 
Laurel Siegel 
City Clerk 


