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   ​ ​ ​    CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
20 IRVING STREET 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01609 
 

The School Committee will hold an in-person meeting with a virtual option*: 
 

on:​ Thursday, September 3, 2026  
At:​ 5:00 p.m. Executive Session 
​ 6:00 p.m. Open Session 
​ Esther Howland Chamber, Worcester City Hall or virtually with link 
below 

https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIx
YThBdnhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09 
Also accessible by telephone, to dial in call: +1 301-715-8592 or                     
+1 305-224-1968;  Webinar ID: 827 4644 0670 
 
 

*This meeting/hearing of the Worcester School Committee will be held in-person at the 
location provided on this notice. Members of the public are welcome to attend this 
in-person meeting. Please note that while an option for remote attendance and /or 

participation is being provided as a courtesy to the public, the meeting/hearing will not 
be suspended or terminated if technological problems interrupt the virtual broadcast, 
unless otherwise required by law. Members of the public with particular interest in any 

specific item on this agenda should make plans for in-person vs. virtual attendance 
accordingly. 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

A.​ General Business Items taken in Executive Session 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting 
may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body 
and the chair so declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational 
Association of Worcester, Units A/B. 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting 
may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body 
and the chair so declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational 
Association of Worcester, Paraeducators Unit. 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting 

https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIxYThBdnhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09
https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIxYThBdnhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09
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may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body 
and the chair so declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational 
Association of Worcester, Therapy Assistants Unit. 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting 
may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body 
and the chair so declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational 
Association of Worcester, Parent Liaisons Unit. 

To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion 
personnel and/or to conduct negotiations with nonunion personnel  – 
Administrative Clerk of the School Committee Kristi Turgeon. 

B.​ Call to Order  
 

C.​ Pledge of Allegiance/National Anthem 
 

D.​ Roll Call​  
 

M. Student Advisory Committee Items 
​  
E.​ Consent Agenda 

i. ​ Approval of Minutes 
Approval of Minutes of the August 13, 2026 School Committee Meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the August 18, 2026 Standing Committee for 
Operations and Governance.  

 
ii. ​ Approval of Donations 

To consider approval of a donation of 50 backpacks from UMASS Chan 
to benefit students at Belmont Street School. 
 
To consider approval of a donation of various sport/gym equipment and 
tshirts for a field day event scheduled in September to benefit Belmont 
Street School. Completed list of items is attached. 
 
To consider approval of a donation of backpacks from Kids in Need 
Foundation to benefit students at Belmont Street School. 
 
To consider approval of a donation from St Mary's Parish consisting of 
various school supplies including notebooks, backpacks, pencils, pens, 
pencil sharpeners, colored pencils, crayons, markers, highlighters, and 
other classroom and personal hygiene supplies to support Worcester 
Public School students, valued at $4,209.00. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xyrn_R9kanlTxDz8UySexvRu-rIJkoif/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s7UEZHT1JU2iIHXzfDJtKbRvlbGlbeLY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q2_gguK85sG_BAxyowwJ091NVoE2hm78/view?usp=sharing
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To consider approval of a general donation in the amount of $115.77 
from Pledgeling Foundation to support Worcester Technical High School. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $100 from Steven 
and Leona Joseph to support Worcester Technical High School in 
memory of Joseph Alfego. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $100 from Julie 
Grenier to support Worcester Technical High School in memory of 
Joseph Alfego. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $100 from Wendy 
& James Diamantopoulos to support Worcester Technical High School in 
memory of Joseph Alfego. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $25 from James & 
Sandra Marine to support Worcester Technical High School in memory 
of Joseph Alfego. 
 
To consider approval of a donation of 32 student desks from St. 
Spyridon Greek Orthodox Cathedral to benefit the Worcester Public 
Schools. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $2000 from D'arren 
E Wuensch DBA A-Plus Education Services for used books to benefit 
Worcester Public Schools. 
 
To consider approval of a donation of 200 pairs of gently used work 
boots, of mixed sizes and styles, to support CTE programming that 
requires such footwear from BRUNT. 
 
To consider approval of a donation from Cradles to Crayons of 1,000 
Elementary and Middle School Backpacks filled with basic supplies to 
benefit Worcester Public Schools Elementary and Middle School 
students. 
 
To consider approval of a donation from Coldwell Banker of 200 
backpacks filled with school supplies such as notebooks, crayons, and 
pencils, etc.to benefit Worcester Public School students. 
 

iii. ​ Notification of Personnel Records 
a.​ New Hire Instructional Staff 
b.​ New Hire Non-Instructional Staff 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_nspyhFViQilsFHhAZr5t27UFrc6cjY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_nspyhFViQilsFHhAZr5t27UFrc6cjY/view?usp=sharing
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c.​ Resignations/Retirements 
​  
iv. ​ Initial filing of Recognition 
​  
v. ​ Notices of Interest to the District or to the Public 
 

F.​ Item for Reconsideration 
​  
G.​ Held Items 
​  
H.​ Recognitions 
 
I.  Public Comment-Any member of the public may address the Committee 

regarding any item before them for two (2) minutes. Those speaking will state 
their name, their residence, and the item on which they wish to speak for the 
record. Those speaking may do so in person or via remote participation. Those 
wishing to address the Committee in a language other than English are asked 
to notify the Clerk of the  Committee in advance, so the Committee may be 
provided with an interpreter.   Members of the Committee may not respond to 
the comments of the public at the meeting.  Click to view Policy BEDH-Public 
Comment 

 
J. ​ Public Petition  
​ c&p 6-14 (Michael Douglas) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 

For the Worcester School Committee to establish a formal district policy 
governing the display of flags on school grounds and within municipally 
controlled public school buildings. Specifically, I request that the School 
Committee enact a policy to prohibit the flying or displaying of any flag on 
public school premises that is not an official governmental banner or 
recognized military/veteran remembrance banner, restricted exclusively to: 
1.        The national flag of the United States of America 
2.        The official flag of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
3.        The official flag of the City of Worcester 
4.        The official National League of Families POW/MIA flag  

 
EXCEPTIONS CLAUSE: 
This policy shall not apply to flags or banners used temporarily for direct 
classroom instruction (including, but not limited to, world history, geography, 
or foreign language classes), official school sports and spirit flags, or 
recognized U.S. military branch flags. 

 
REASON FOR PETITION: 
To establish symbolic uniformity, reduce community division, and ensure that 

https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/worcesterset/worcester/BEDH
https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/worcesterset/worcester/BEDH


AGENDA #15​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Page 5 

public school infrastructure remains focused exclusively on core civic symbols 
and educational neutrality. 

​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
K.​ Report of the Superintendent  
​ ros 6-11 (Administration) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 

 Welcome Back - Opening of Schools  
 Recommendation: Approve and file 

 
L.​ Reports of the Standing Committees  

gb 6-72 (Administration)​  
(June 25, 2026) 

Response from Administration 
Boundary Realignment Update Presentation 
To consider the recommendations of the district boundary and realignment 
report. 
Results: On a 3-0 vote the item was held. 
 
The following three (3) items were taken collectively: 
gb 4-92 (McCullough)​  
​(October 10, 2024) 
To have administration review school names with magnet in the title and 
determine if it is an appropriate designation and, if not, to consider replacing 
the word magnet with elementary or a designation so recommended by the 
administration. 
 
gb 5-21 (McCullough)​  
​(February 27, 2025) 
To ensure that magnet program scheduling at BMS/BHS can be efficiently 
scheduled in relation to the potential 26-27 tier change for BMS. 
 
gb 6-26 (Johnson) 
​(February 26, 2026) 
To look at changing the distance for bus transportation from 2 miles to 1.5 
miles. In an attempt to address traffic at pick up and drop off at schools 
moving forward, and with the new school district lines. 
 
Results: On a 3-0 vote, these items were filed.  
 

N.​ Approval of Grants and other Finance Items 
​ To consider approval of the Commonwealth Preschool Partnership Initiative 

(CPPI) Grant in the amount of $521,064. 
​  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B_GjIbDyr3WcF1xf_vSFujJNeNLAxfZN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KcR2qpBNLtFkP4Pce3gUn6l1jvAp0A0m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19iFEytPngsEcVBEdVfpmv6P51mn0cxJa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wOoQGm6_CKMBL1PKrSJIkMYMoReE6Nx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_wOoQGm6_CKMBL1PKrSJIkMYMoReE6Nx/view?usp=sharing
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​ To consider approval of the High Dosage Tutoring Grant from DESE. Funds will 
be used to pay stipend tutoring staff. The amount will be determined on a 
cost-reimbursement basis.  

 
​ To consider approval of Partnership for Reading Success Massachusetts 

(PRISM) Grant to improve literacy outcomes in secondary schools in the 
amount of $236,835.00. 

 
​ To consider approval of the Computer Science Engage Grant to aid computer 

science curriculum implementation, in the amount of $27,831.00. 
 
O.​ General Business 
​ gb 6-94 (McCullough) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 
​ Request that the Worcester School Committee establish a standing annual 

recognition of June and September as Pride Months by recognizing Pride as a 
time for visibility, celebration, education, and advocacy. The Worcester School 
Committee encourages appropriate recognition and acknowledgment. 

​ Recommendation: Approve and file 
 
​ gb 6-95 (McCullough) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 
​ Policy JCA 
​ To update policy JCA-Assignment of Students to Schools, when appropriate in 

conjunction with the district realignment vote. 
​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
​ c&p 6-6 (Katrin McRell)  
​ ​ ​ (May 21, 2026) 
​ Response from Administration 
​ Review of district voluntary transfer policy, process, and decision-making 

criteria. 
​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
​ gb 6-96 (Clerk) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 
​ To review policies ECAF-Security Cameras in School, IHBG-Home Schooling 

and JFBB- School Choice to ensure that the policy manual and student 
handbook align.  

​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
​ gb 6-97 (Clerk) 
​ ​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 
​ Model Policy ACL-Interaction with Law Enforcement Officers 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7BxzwYDtfNVrN1NIOtoUVOsgcY23mnm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvQmKZfbSBj6zFNcrCS-iGD1APxZhV4R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvQmKZfbSBj6zFNcrCS-iGD1APxZhV4R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16cxJM-P81FcVNu9V-JSM7k4ThylL0q3F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13MvHB-qJcMRhZe3nOl1FQ9zbzzZKdZpA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CbsLNsXioiF8bLYLL8WzECrXZEfrakoP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAgH4hTI9IZQi15VxpPknIav_3E3uvEi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekrvRLk0I7Tc9ECJQKgWU5zdNML2xcdQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qmAjtGlQV0G54Ww8oGG99Dkrl_2x5AUs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t65MtT516SQF0fhIF6nq6zZ_59izce3C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YP2JuwPJPoXQJ9WRmCN-0bgWULWviFT1/view?usp=sharing
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​ DESE Guidance on PROTECT ACT and Policy  
​ To consider review and approval of a new policy, ACL - Interacting with Law 

Enforcement Officers, as mandated by DESE and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts after the signing of the PROTECT Act.  

​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations & Governance 
 
​ gb 6-98 (Administration) 

​ ​ (September 3, 2026) 
Second Meal Prices 
To approve the second meal breakfast, lunch, snack, and adult meal prices for 
the 2026-2027. 
Recommendation: Approve and file 

 
P.  Announcements 

Meeting Dates:  
--September 16, 2026, Operations and Governance Regular Meeting, 5:00 
p.m., Worcester Technical High School Auditorium 
-September 16, 2026, Operations and Governance with Realignment Forum, 
6:00 p.m., Worcester Technical High School Auditorium 
-September 17, 2026, School Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., City Hall, 
Esther Howland Chamber 
-October 8, 2026, School Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., City Hall, Esther 
Howland Chamber 

 
Q.​ Adjournment    
 
 

Kristi Turgeon, Clerk of the School Committee 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oFJYVp_ol1OaAYfN7cnD8ns9bvT9PHSa/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-signs-protect-act-to-keep-ice-out-of-courthouses-schools-and-hospitals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AaYlcifLB-uUiAlPltKrgZrJV0WSSXix/view?usp=sharing

