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   ​ ​ ​    CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
20 IRVING STREET 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01609 
 

The School Committee will hold an in-person meeting with a virtual option*: 
 

on:​ Thursday, June 4, 2026  
At:​ 4:00 p.m. Budget Discussion (Open Session) 
​ 5:30 p.m. Executive Session 
​ 7:00 p.m. Open Session (Regular Meeting) 
​ Esther Howland Chamber, Worcester City Hall or virtually with link below 

https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIxYThBd
nhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09 
Also accessible by telephone, to dial in call: +1 301-715-8592 or                     
+1 305-224-1968;  Webinar ID: 827 4644 0670 
 
 

*This meeting/hearing of the Worcester School Committee will be held in-person at the location provided on this 
notice. Members of the public are welcome to attend this in-person meeting. Please note that while an option for 

remote attendance and /or participation is being provided as a courtesy to the public, the meeting/hearing will not 
be suspended or terminated if technological problems interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless otherwise required by 

law. Members of the public with particular interest in any specific item on this agenda should make plans for 
in-person vs. virtual attendance accordingly. 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

A.​ General Business Items taken in Executive Session 
To discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so 
declares – Worker Compensation Settlement - Cafeteria Worker. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting may have 
a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body and the chair so 
declares – Successor Contract Negotiations (Global) – Educational Association of 
Worcester, Units A/B; Educational Association of Worcester, Paraeducators Unit; 
Educational Association of Worcester, Aides to the Physically Handicapped, Monitors 
and Drivers Unit; Educational Association of Worcester, Therapy Assistants Unit; 
Educational Association of Worcester, Parent Liaisons Unit; and Educational 
Association of Worcester, ESL Tutors Unit. 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting may have 
a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body and the chair so 
declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational Association of Worcester, 
Paraeducators Unit. 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting may have 
a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the public body and the chair so 
declares – Successor Contract Negotiations – Educational Association of Worcester, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hWPMDoxe3LndU0J-UMX-wdXsiWy7uoFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIxYThBdnhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09
https://worcesterschools.zoom.us/j/82746440670?pwd=dmp4TnIxYThBdnhkZWQ1bm1hMjFFZz09
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Aides to the Physically Handicapped, Monitors and Drivers Unit. 

Executive Session pursuant to Mass. G.L. c. 30A, Section 21(a), Purpose 7 to comply 
with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law, including the 
Massachusetts Public Records Law, Mass. G.L. c. 66, Section 10, and the 
Massachusetts Open Meeting Law, Mass. G.L. c. 30A, Sections 22(f) and (g), relating 
to review of executive session minutes for meetings that occurred May 21, 2026. 
 

B.​ Call to Order  
 

C.​ Pledge of Allegiance/National Anthem 
 

D.​ Roll Call​  
 

M. ​Student Advisory Committee Items 
​  
E.​ Consent Agenda 

i. ​ Approval of Minutes 
Approval of Minutes of the May 20, 2026 Standing Committee on Finance. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the May 21, 2026 School Committee Meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the May 28, 2026 Standing Committee on Teaching, 
Learning, and Student Success. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the May 28, 2026 Public Budget Hearing. 
 

ii. ​ Approval of Donations 
To consider approval of a donation from New England Dairy Council of 
smoothie equipment to benefit Burncoat High School & South High School. 
 
To consider approval of a donation in the amount of $5856.47 from Phi Sigma 
Sigma to support Belmont Street School's after school programs & library. 
 
To consider approval of a donation from Nick Chacharone, Principal at 
Chacharone Properties of t-shirts and baseball hats to support the baseball 
teams in the WPS Middle School Sports initiative. The initiative supports the 
creation and sustainability of school-based sports leagues for middle school 
students within the district. 80 participating students will benefit from the 
donation.    
 
To consider approval of a donation from Councilor Satya Mitra for 50 
Worcester Red Sox Tickets for Worcester Public School students. 

 
iii. ​ Notification of Personnel Records 

a.​ New Hire Instructional Staff 
b.​ Resignations/Retirements 

​  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVGpi0pc9cBDATl2OoCYfEkjHncB3Una/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4K1z-Fg-y8CMi1JQ6pIpKkErXtPv94c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8K457StziCKvH5tSRsZq3EyWl6-1pVd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J6XYvwmG_Re1kAL6kdzhgG_hZQyilCbV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P3v6NiK0acRsHp-qItQqL4nxvj-CQlQ1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FQ3cZ7rhzHgRltHB0Xe38uJGcfjCU1Ka/view?usp=sharing
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iv. ​ Initial filing of Recognition 
​ McCullough 
​ ​ (June 4, 2026) 

To recognize the outstanding achievements of the Burncoat Quadrivium 
Honors Choir, which was elevated into a higher competition division due to the 
absence of comparable schools in their category and earned a Gold Medal and 
third-place finish with an average score of 93/100. As a result, the choir has 
been invited to perform at Carnegie Hall in 2027 and 2028. The choir has also 
been invited to perform the National Anthem at a Boston Red Sox game on 
July 18, 2026. 
 

v. ​ Notices of Interest to the District or to the Public 
 

F.​ Item for Reconsideration 
​  
G.​ Held Items 
​ gb 6-59 (Administration) 

(May 21, 2026) 
Budget Book 
Sequence of Accounts  
To consider approval of the Worcester Public Schools FY27 budget. 
Recommendation: Hold 

 
H.​ Recognitions 
​ Biancheria  
​ ​ ​ (May 7, 2026) 
​ Recognition of Principal Dr. Brenda Diggs of the Transition Program and Holy Cross 

College students, Kya Roumimper Ascani, Delaney Walch, Lily Jaramillo and Lauren 
Yee for sponsoring "Our Shining Students Gala" and for all they do with the students 
in the Transition Program to feel, loved, valued and encouraged.  

 
McCullough​  
​ ​ (April 2, 2026) 
To congratulate South High’s student-led literary magazine, The Apricot Journal, for 
being recognized as a REALM First Class magazine by the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE). 

 
I.  Public Comment-Any member of the public may address the Committee regarding 

any item before them for two (2) minutes. Those speaking will state their name, their 
residence, and the item on which they wish to speak for the record. Those speaking 
may do so in person or via remote participation. Those wishing to address the 
Committee in a language other than English are asked to notify the Clerk of the  
Committee in advance, so the Committee may be provided with an interpreter.   
Members of the Committee may not respond to the comments of the public at the 
meeting.  Click to view Policy BEDH-Public Comment 

 
J. ​ Public Petition  
​  

https://aptg.co/2hzpHt
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hWPMDoxe3LndU0J-UMX-wdXsiWy7uoFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/worcesterset/worcester/BEDH


AGENDA #12​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Page 4 

K.​ Report of the Superintendent  
 
L.​ Reports of the Standing Committees  
​ Finance - May 20, 2026 

gb 5-99 (Administration)  
(September 14, 2025) 

Response from Administration 
Prior action sheet for gb 5-99   
To review the status of the FY26 Budget and make appropriate 
transfers as required.  
Results: The requested transfers were approved and the item was held on a 
3-0 vote, along with the following motions: To propose the School Committee 
send a letter to the City’s Facilities Department to get the solar panel 
installation completed; To receive a report with 2 years of data regarding bus 
driver absences; and to receive a report on trends in workers compensation 
from the last three years. 
 
gb 5-100 (Administration) 
​ (September 18, 2025) 
Response from Administration  
Prior action sheet for gb 5-100 
​ To review the Independent Accountants’ Report on Applying 
Agreed-Upon Procedures for the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education End of Year for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. 
Results: The report was approved and filed on a 3-0 vote.  
 
gb 5-101 (Administration) 

(September 18, 2025) 
Response from Administration 
Prior action sheet for gb 5-101 
To review the annual audit and agreed-upon procedures report on compliance 
and internal controls for the City of Worcester, including the Worcester Public 
Schools, which includes the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) A-133 Reports and the 
Management Letter for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. 
Results: The report was approved and filed on a 3-0 vote. 

 
gb 5-107 (Binienda)  
​ (October 9, 2025) 
Response from Administration 
Prior action sheet for gb 5-107 
To discuss funding for the GearUp Program at North High School. 
Results: The report was approved and filed on a 3-0 vote with the following 
motions: To receive an update on the Gear Up program (to full committee) in 
January 2027. 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VdfNbkV-Q2BThVhnmMyLyYkc72ELY_Cg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10i8SVh38lIRpll_rerUShuMYNAO8h7Dj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fe2EHRa1rD6-4MyDQp42DrSbTPUvxoab/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q-0HC9YGnzgyiQ8f851P_6e-MFLYSmzY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SgW9lFQlcWDGRoFX6h7OwHql2am9sQzL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16EsaCt7u_E3WubuhDdTVPZ6MMyOgPAbu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mL1nL1Qaaq1HLamHc3du6cPMxgVSO1Ma/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bm9Q14dv5OQqqDnrJE49eoDuNrtJjZ6m/view?usp=sharing
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gb 6-18 (McCullough) 
​ (February 26, 2026) 
Response from Administration 
Prior action sheet for gb 6-18 
To explore funding options to maintain and expand the Bryt program. 
Results: On a 3-0 vote, this item was approved and filed. 

 
TLSS - May 28, 2026 

3-89.4 Johnson 
​ (March 8, 2023) 
Response from Administration 
To consider a review of the Chapter 74 programs in the comprehensive high 
schools including enrollment processes, criteria, and acceptance.  
Results: On a 3-0 vote, this item was approved and filed.  
 
 
The following two items (gb 3-70 & gb 5-45) will be taken together: 
  gb 3-70 (McCullough) 
​ (February 16, 2023) 
Request that the Administration collaborate with the Worcester Public Library 
and our One City, One Library schools to ensure that the parameters 
regarding the use of the library space is available for school-based needs. 
 
gb 5-45 (Clerk) 
​ (May 15, 2025) 
Bi-Annual Report To receive a biannual update on the collaborative efforts 
between Worcester Public Library and Worcester Public Schools.Request that 
the Administration provide an update on library programs and the use of 
librarians throughout the district. including but not limited to providing 
updated SORA data and updates on the “4th” and “5th” prep classes to be 
used for library period. 
Results: On a 3-0 vote, these items were filed.  
 

​ gb 5-63 (Administration) 
​ ​ ​ (January 16, 2025) 
​ ​ Response from Administration 
​ ​ To receive updates on the dual language program expansion. 

Results: On a 3-0 vote, this report was approved and the item was held for 
future updates.  

 
gb 6-52 (Administration) 
​ (May 7, 2026) 
Response from Administration 
To authorize the Administration to purchase the Unique Learning Curriculum 
for the Worcester Public Schools at a cost not to exceed $96,349.44. 
Results: On a 3-0 vote, this item was approved and filed.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hJyg8jTKbA-_LP3U2GL0ZpyIR2FpuvUW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNIXfoaw7ufCGjaBcq66fFNvdqzUMIH4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UMwB5II7HLG5oehcUz_m8tB4N_aj_aev/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lfWCEgquLu4n5HTIc3bHR0ISIjhz-asx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1DNxcw4dIShOtWlJWK-Bk7V4H8-9bxa/view?usp=sharing
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gb 6-53 (Administration) 
​ (May 7, 2026) 
Response from Administration 
To authorize the Administration to purchase the Number Worlds Curriculum 
for the Worcester Public Schools at a cost not to exceed $450,893.26. 
Results: On a 3-0 vote, this item was approved and filed.  

 
N.​ Approval of Grants and other Finance Items 
​ To consider approval of a prior year payment in the amount of $187.87 to Bio 

Corporation for an order received after the PO was closed. 
  
​ To consider approval of the Title III, Part A: Immigrant Children and Youth Grant in 

the amount of $352,159.00.  
​  
O.​ General Business 
​ gb 6-35 (Biancheria) 
​ ​ ​ (April 2, 2026)  
​ Response from Administration 

​Request administration provide an update on the Exploring Aviation career program 
including number of students enrolled, maximum enrollment, schools connected to 
this program, future of the program with options of expanding the program. 

​ Recommendation: Approve and file 
 
​ gb 6-40 (Mailman) 
​ ​ ​ (April 16, 2026) 
​ Response from Administration 
​ To update the community on plans for the Transitions Program to move out of the 

Fanning Building for next September. 
​ Recommendation: Approve and file 
 
​ gb 6-65 (Mayor Petty) 
​ ​ ​ (June 4, 2026) 
​ To consider rescheduling the June 17, 2026 meeting to June 25, 2026. 
​ Recommendation: Approve and file 
 
​ gb 6-67 (Clerk) 
​ ​ ​ (June 4, 2026) 
​ To receive an annual update on both the WPS collaboration with Worcester Public 

Library as well as an update on library programs within WPS and the use of librarians 
throughout the district, including but not limited to, providing updated SORA data 
and updates on the “4th” and “5th” prep classes to be used for library period. 
Recommendation: Refer to TLSS 
 
gb 6-68 (Administration) 
​ (June 4, 2026) 
Response from Administration 
To approve an easement to National Grid for property situated on the southerly side 
of Thorndyke Road. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e-z-RC2gWaH5pgyKCaYY2VDG8DYDUoWb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fDEZCF7jP9h6eMR5CY7et7dtfFCsR4bl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYHkTZivH2Go55k_5kzqCDyMm_ps0zGL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_45DKXWGRfA3YyVvUmCPx4_QcFyqL1Jc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PJILM1-n5XzrelVjIZOuAADx_wVAlYSW/view?usp=sharing
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Recommendation: Approve and file 
 
gb 6-69 (McCullough) 
​ (June 4, 2026) 
To explore the cost and feasibility of implementing a digital hall pass system in all 
secondary schools similar to, or the same as, the one being piloted at Worcester 
Tech. 
Recommendation: Refer to Administration 
 
gb 6-70 (Clerk) 
​ (June 4, 2026) 
Policy JKAA 
To review and adopt policy JKAA (Physical Restraint of Students) to align with new 
state regulations. DESE requires this policy and the accompanying procedures to be 
in place by August 17, 2026.   
Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
gb 6-71 (Clerk) 
​ (June 4, 2026) 
Policy JICFB 
To review and update, if necessary, Policy JICFB (Bullying Prevention), in accordance 
with M.G.L. c. 71, § 37O), requiring biennial review of such. 

​ Recommendation: Refer to Operations and Governance 
 
P.  Announcements 

Meeting Dates:  
-June 8, 2026, Standing Committee for Operations and Governance, 20 Irving 
Street, Room 410 
-June 11, 2026, Standing Committee for Teaching, Learning, and Student Success, 
5:00 p.m., 20 Irving Street, Room 410. 

 
Q.​ Adjournment    
 
 

Kristi Turgeon, Clerk of the School Committee 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19R-HcyszJLwrc07X-pn1BrZ0dCdzn5Eb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OVPnIR12SL7IhQAjled3JkB-kWIHWhmn/view?usp=sharing

